
Articles of Confederation



The Articles of 
Confederation became 
America’s third constitution.

The Articles of 
Confederation was only 
five pages long. 

Under the Articles of 
Confederation, any new 
law in Congress required 
the approval of 12 out of 
13 states.

The Declaration of 
Independence stated 
reasons to break away 
from England, but it did 
NOT set up a plan of 
government. 

The focus of the Founding 
Fathers was the rights for 



Who led angry farmers to 
attack the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court?

The Articles of Confederation was 
a direct response to colonial 
grievances regarding _____.

The Articles of Confederation 
created a _____central 
government.

According to the Articles of 
Confederation, each state would 
get ___ vote in Congress.

When was the Northwest 
Ordinance approved?

How many articles does the 
Articles of Confederation 
have?

Daniel Shays





There were several ________________ 
with the Articles of Confederation. 1) 

Congress did not have the power to levy 
________. 2) Congress had no power to 
regulate _____. Each state was acting 
like their own country when it came to 

trading goods. 3) Congress had no power 
to _______ its laws. Therefore, many 
colonists did not follow the laws. 4) The 

national government lacked a _______ 
system. With no court system, there was 

no Judicial Branch to __________ the 
laws. 5) There was no central leader. There 

was no chief executive to manage the 
_______ government. This meant there 
was no Executive Branch. 6) ________ 
the Articles of Confederation required a 
unanimous ______, which was nearly 

impossible.

vote

court

central

interpret

enforce

changing

taxes

weaknesses

trade



Plan of government constitution

Approved

Money owed

Power

To collect

All or 100%
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Why did Shays’ Rebellion send a 
wave of fear across the 
country?

Why were the Founding 
Fathers trying to avoid a 
monarchy like England?

Why was changing the Articles 
of Confederation almost 
impossible?

Why couldn’t the U.S. 
government couldn't protect 
the borders of their country?
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