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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Tobacco, cotton and rice were the main cash crops 

of the northern colonies.
T    F

T    F
A colony is an area of land under political control 

of another country.
T    F

T    F
New Netherland was founded by Henry Hudson in 

1609.
T    F

T    F
The Pilgrims reached Plymouth 3 years after 

Jamestown was established.
T    F

T    F
Puritans wanted to purify, or reform, the church. 

T    F

T    F
Georgia was the last of the 13 colonies to be 

established.
T    F

T    F
The founder of Rhode Island was William Penn.

T    F

T    F
The Southern Colonies became known as the 

"bread basket of the colonies." 
T    F

13 colonies Anticipation Guide
Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 

the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 
you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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The original Thirteen Colonies were mostly English territories established in America 
during the 1600s and 1700s.  A colony is an area of land under political control of another country.  
The 13 colonies are divided into three regions: New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies.
The 13 colonies later became the first 13 states of America.

Some settlers came from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Germany and other parts 
of Europe.  The 13 Colonies were all located along the Atlantic coast in the United 
States.  People came to the colonies for different reasons.  Many came for land 
and jobs.  Over time, thousands of enslaved Africans were brought to the
colonies against their will.  Some settlers came in search of religious freedom. 
They were being treated harshly for their religious beliefs and wanted a place
where they could worship as they pleased.  Ultimately, they were searching 
for a better life.

In 1606, a land grant was obtained by the London Company and 144 men were sent to 
Virginia on three ships.  In 1607,  these men built a settlement called Jamestown. This was the 
first of 13 colonies in North America.  The Pilgrims reached Plymouth 13 years later.  Less than half 
of the settlers survived the first winter at both Jamestown and Plymouth Colony.  Virginia Dare 
was the first American-born child of English parents.  She was born in Roanoke, Virginia. 

The New England Colonies included Connecticut, Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire, 
and Rhode Island.  The landscape of the New England Colonies made it difficult to farm due to its 
mountains, rocky soil, and cold weather.  Many colonists relied on fur trading, ship building and 
fishing to make money.  

The original settlers of the New England colonies came from Great Britain seeking
religious freedom.  These people were either pilgrims and puritans. Pilgrims were known as 
separatists. They wanted to separate from the Church of England and practice their own religion.

Puritans dominated the New England Colonies.  They got their name because the 
members wanted to purify, or reform, the church.  Puritans were religious dissenters, which 
means they were against commonly held views.  Puritans started the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  
They forced people to leave their colony and head to Rhode Island or Connecticut if they had 
different religious beliefs. 

The founder of Rhode Island was a man named Roger Williams.  He was forced to 
leave Massachusetts.  The founder of Connecticut was Reverend Thomas Hooker.  Connecticut was 
originally under Dutch control.  New Hampshire was given as a gift by the English king to

13 colonies
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The original Thirteen Colonies were mostly English territories established in America 
during the 1600s and 1700s.  A colony is an area of land under political control of another country.  
The 13 colonies are divided into three regions: New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies.
The 13 colonies later became the first 13 states of America.

Some settlers came from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Germany and other parts 
of Europe.  The 13 Colonies were all located along the Atlantic coast in the United 
States.  People came to the colonies for different reasons.  Many came for land 
and jobs.  Over time, thousands of enslaved Africans were brought to the
colonies against their will.  Some settlers came in search of religious freedom. 
They were being treated harshly for their religious beliefs and wanted a place
where they could worship as they pleased.  Ultimately, they were searching 
for a better life.

In 1606, a land grant was obtained by the London Company and 144 men were sent to 
Virginia on three ships.  In 1607,  these men built a settlement called Jamestown. This was the 
first of 13 colonies in North America.  The Pilgrims reached Plymouth 13 years later.  Less than half 
of the settlers survived the first winter at both Jamestown and Plymouth Colony.  Virginia Dare 
was the first American-born child of English parents.  She was born in Roanoke, Virginia. 

The New England Colonies included Connecticut, Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire, 
and Rhode Island.  The landscape of the New England Colonies made it difficult to farm due to its 
mountains, rocky soil, and cold weather.  Many colonists relied on fur trading, ship building and 
fishing to make money.  

The original settlers of the New England colonies came from Great Britain seeking
religious freedom.  These people were either pilgrims and puritans. Pilgrims were known as 
separatists. They wanted to separate from the Church of England and practice their own religion.

Puritans dominated the New England Colonies.  They got their name because the 
members wanted to purify, or reform, the church.  Puritans were religious dissenters, which 
means they were against commonly held views.  Puritans started the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  
They forced people to leave their colony and head to Rhode Island or Connecticut if they had 
different religious beliefs. 

The founder of Rhode Island was a man named Roger Williams.  He was forced to 
leave Massachusetts.  The founder of Connecticut was Reverend Thomas Hooker.  Connecticut was 
originally under Dutch control. New Hampshire was given as a gift by the English king to

13 colonies
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