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Clue # 1 

Why did Cook order his crew to eat fruit?
A. To avoid scurvy
B. To avoid malaria

C. To avoid starvation
D. They had never tasted fruit before
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in 1587.

Did you know? 

• Captain James Cook was born in England on October 27, 1728.  His father 
was a farmer, but James was more interested in exploring the open waters.  

As a teenager, he took an apprenticeship to become trained as 
a merchant seaman.  He worked on ships that were meant for trading goods. 

• Although he enjoyed his work, Cook decided to enlist in the Royal Navy during 
the Seven Years War.  After just two years, he was promoted to his ship’s 

master.  His ability to navigate ships and make accurate maps was noticed by 
high ranking officials in the Navy.

• In 1768, England’s Royal Society appointed Cook to lead an exploration to the 
Pacific Ocean.  Cook was given command of a vessel called the Endeavour.

• Cook was known as a strict captain.  He believed his crew members needed 
to be healthy for the expedition to be a success.  He made his crew bathe on a 
daily basis.  He also made them change or air out their bed sheets and towels 
twice a week.  He ordered his crew to eat fruit to avoid scurvy.  Scurvy was 

a disease caused by lack of Vitamin C.
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Cook collected and recorded numerous plants and animals throughout 
his numerous expeditions.



Clue # 2
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Did you know?

What was the name of the rumored southern continent?
A.  Society Islands

B.  Australia
C.  New Foundland
D.  Terra Australis
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• The goal of this first expedition was to observe the planet Venus as it passed 
between the Earth and the Sun.  He was asked to record a transit of 

Venus across the Sun.  This information would help astronomers calculate the 
distance between the Sun and the Earth.  Cook also wanted to discover a 

southern continent that was rumored to exist.  This mythical continent was 
called Terra Australis.  

• During the first voyage, Captain James Cook visited Tahiti, New Zealand and 
the Society Islands.  Cook ended up fighting with the local Maori tribe in 

New Zealand while mapping out the islands.  The Maori tribe did not allow or 
like foreign visitors. Cook managed to map the coastline of New Zealand and 

discover Cook Strait.
• After New Zealand, Captain James Cook and his crew sailed to the east 

coast of Australia.  Australia was already known as New Holland.  His ship 
was damaged by coral from the Great Barrier Reef.  They were forced to 

stay in Australia while the ship was being repaired.  

Benjamin Franklin asked American warships to not attack Cook's ships.

Due to repairs,…
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4 Digit Code
_________

_________

_________

_________

First number of code :
The number of months the voyage was delayed due to ship repairs.

Second number of code :
The year of Cook’s death MINUS 1771.

Third number of code :

What number is represented by  “ - . . . . ” ?

Last number of code :
What number is the letter “O” in clue #1?
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1. What year was Cook first 
appointed to explore the Pacific?

A. 1764
B. 1766
C. 1768
D. 1770

4. Which expedition did Cook sail 
below 70 degrees latitude?

A. 1st Expedition
B. 2nd Expedition
C. 3rd Expedition
D.   4th Expedition

2. During what war did James Cook 
make a name for himself in 
navigating?

A. Seven Years War
B. Revolutionary War
C. Spanish American War
D. World War I

5. Where was James Cook born?
A. Spain
B. England
C. France
D.   Russia

3. What was the name of Cook's ship 
on his first expedition?

A.   Resolution
B.    Adventure
C.    Endeavour
D.   Botany Bay

6. How did James Cook die?
A. Disease
B. Killed by natives
C. No one knows
D. His ship sank
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