
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



The Sumerians were believed to be the first known civili zation to exist. 

A civili zation is a group of people with their own way of li fe. The Sumerians 

lived in Ancient Mesopotamia which was located in the Middle East 

between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The area includes parts of 

modern-day Iraq, Kuwait, Syria, Turkey, and Iran. Mesopotamia was known 

as “the land between two rivers.” Because of its location between the 

rivers, it was a great place for the Sumerians to thrive (to do well) because 

of the fertile soil for crops. 

The Sumer were known for many inventions. One was the invention a 

wedge-shaped writing called cunei form, which consisted of 500 

pictographs. This was a form of writing that was made by pressing symbols 

into wet clay tablets using tools such as a reed (a type of plant). Much of 

the history known today is because of the records kept on clay tablets 

using this writing. Another invention they are credited with is the wheel, 

which they created to add to carts to make them easier to pull. 

Sumerians were very good at mathematics and astronomy. In 

mathematics, they developed a number system that was based on the 

number 60. This is the reason there are 60 minutes in an hour today. They 

did division and multi plication and even wrote a multi plication table on clay 

tablets. In astronomy, they studied the solar system. The Sumerians 

developed a calendar based on the moon and the sun, with their months 

consisting of thirty days.

The Sumer civili zation had four social classes: priests, upper class, 

lower class, and enslaved persons. The people were divided based on their 

wealth and power. The kings were the rulers of religion and government. 

The Sumerian word for king is ‘l ugal’ which means ‘great man’. Kings and 

priests were at the top because of their connection with the gods. The 

upper class were those who were wealthy but not as power ful as a priest, 

while the lower class were the working people. 

Sumerians
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Name:



What did Sargon’s 
kingdom become 
known as?
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Nannu

Babylonia

Akkad

Uruk

Who was the father 
of the gods and the 
sky?

What was the capital 
city of the Sumer?

How many major 
city-states did the 
Sumer have?

Anu

12

Nannu

Enki

Enlil

8

6

2 Eridu

Ur

Nippur

Akkad



Where was Ancient 
Mesopotamia  
located?

© Think Tank Too

Mesopotamia was 
known as “the land 
between two ____.” 

Historians believe that 
____ was the fi rst 
city ever created.

The Sumer pressed 
symbols into wet clay 
tablets using tools such 
as a ____. 

Italy

Greece

Southern Africa

Middle East 

Mountains

Clouds

Trees

Rivers

Scribe

Reed

Pencil

Twine

Akkad

Eridu

Uruk

Athens3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations



THINKTIVITY

ESCAPE 
ROOMS

SCAVENGER
HUNTS

SPY
MYSTERY

TEXT
DETECTIVE

SECRET
MESSAGES

DIGITAL
ESCAPES

BREAKOUTS READING
CHALLENGE

INTERACTIVE
NOTEBOOK

DIGITAL
BOARD
GAME

COLOR BY
NUMBER

TASK 
CARDS 
GAME

GOOGLE
SLIDES

GOOGLE 
FORMS

PUZZLE 
STATIONS

BOOM 
CARDS BLOG

SPARK SOME
creativity

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:secret+message?ref=unfilter/category
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863?ref=unfilter/search
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Category/Mystery-Text-Marking-526454
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Thinktivity-Reading-Passages-364716
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:csi+SPY+MYSTERY+READING+COMPREHENSION
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:breakout
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-SPY-CHALLENGES-289913/Search:reading+comprehension+challenge
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:digital+notebook
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Board-Games-491762
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Thinktivity-Reading-Passages-364716
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Task-Cards-Review-289911/Search:task+cards+review+game
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390/Search:self+grading
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863?ref=unfilter/search
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:csi+SPY+MYSTERY+READING+COMPREHENSION
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Category/Mystery-Text-Marking-526454
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:secret+message?ref=unfilter/category
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:breakout
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-SPY-CHALLENGES-289913/Search:reading+comprehension+challenge
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Search:digital+notebook
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Board-Games-491762
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Task-Cards-Review-289911/Search:task+cards+review+game
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390/Search:self+grading
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Category/Breakout-Puzzle-Stations-527475
https://thinktankteacher.com/blog/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:BOOM+CARDS
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Category/Breakout-Puzzle-Stations-527475
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:BOOM+CARDS
https://thinktankteacher.com/blog/

