
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



The Oregon Trail is a very important part of the history of the United 

States of America and the settlement of the American West. In the 1800’s, 

hundreds of thousands of pioneers made their way in covered wagons on 

the 2 ,000-mile-long Oregon Trail. The trail crossed the middle of the country 

through the current states of Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Idaho, 

Wyoming, and finally into Oregon. 

The fi rst people to make their way West in covered wagons were 

Christian missionaries wanting to spread their faith to Native Americans. 

Lewis and Clark had proved through their expedition (1804-1806) with the 

Corps of Discovery that people could make it from Missouri to the Paci fic 

Ocean. While those fi rst missionaries, Marcus Whitman and his wi fe, proved 

that men and women could move their whole li ves and families out West. 

Joel Walker was the fi rst non-missionary settler to complete the trip along 

the Oregon Trail in 1840.

In 1843, The Great Migration took place. Marcus Whitman left his new 

home in Oregon to seek more funding for his mission. He joined a wagon 

train when he went home again that successfully got 120 wagons and more 

than 1 , 000 people safely to Oregon. This trip helped pave the way for even 

more people to consider heading West on the Oregon Trail.

The Oregon Trail was a very di fficul t journey. The trail was di fficul t to 

follow because it was a path through the existing landscape and rugged 

terrain. Many travelers carved their names in stones along the trail. A large 

granite stone in Wyoming called Independence Rock had thousands of 

signatures.

Part of the struggle of the Oregon Trail was the five or six month

journey that had to be endured. Planning to travel for months along the trail 

left several things to be considered. Pioneers had to plan for all types of 

weather, how they would find enough food, and take care of the needs of

Oregon trail
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Name:



The Wagon Trains 
usually consisted of 
____ wagons and 
families.

?
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1-7

1 1-18

20-40

40-60

Which current state 
did the Oregon Trail 
NOT pass through?

What was the 
biggest threat on 
the Oregon Trail?

Where was 
Independence 
Rock?

Ohio

Wyoming

Missouri

Nebraska

Kansas

Idaho

Montana

Missouri Snakes

Cholera

Mountains

Accidents

3



When did the Lewis 
and Clark expedition 
begin?
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What were leaders 
of the wagon trains 
called?

What landmark 
warned settlers that 
the trail would get 
steep?

___ was the fi rst non-
missionary settler to 
complete the trip. 

1812

1810

1807

1804

Wagon Sire

Cowboys

Scouts

Wagon Masters

Marcus Whitman 

Joel Walker 

William Clark

John O’Sulli van

Fort Laramie

Chimney Rock

Great Falls

Independence 
Rock3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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