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King John of England accepted the crown in 1 199 when his brother 
died.  His brother, Richard the Lionheart, did not have any children so John 
was next to be king. King John was often harsh, cruel and angry.  Most of 
the English barons did not like King John and thought he was a tyrant.

King John was dealing with an ongoing, unsuccessful war with 
France.  In order to fight France, he placed heavy taxes on the barons 
(nobles) of England.  He also exerted his power over the Church.  The 
nobles fel t the king's demand for high taxes was unfai r.  The word baron 
means "freeman, warrior, or nobleman.“

A feudal system was used in England to set up rules and order.  
Di fferent groups of people had di fferent responsibilities.  Under feudalism, 
people would gi ve the king money and complete work in exchange for 
protection.   

King John owned all the land.  He could not control all of the land by 
himsel f, so he di vided it up among the barons (nobles).  The rank of baron 
was a title of honor in Europe.

A baron was gi ven his land di rectly from the king.  Power ful nobles 
ruled large areas of land called fiefs.  In return for the king's protection 
and land rights, the barons would pay him with soldiers and taxes.

A baron’s job was to maintain an army that was at the king's service 
when needed.  If the barons did not have an army, they could be taxed by 
the king.  This tax was called shield money.

To finance the ongoing war with France, the king kept demanding 
more taxes and more soldiers.  By 1215 , King John's armies were defeated 
in France and the barons had enough of King John's high taxes.  The nobles 
were angry.  They put on thei r armor and gathered a force of nobles.  In 
May of 1215 , 40 barons broke thei r ties to the king and formed an army 
(called ' the Army of God').  They ended up taking over London by force.

The leader of the baron rebellion was Baron Robert Fitzwal ter.  The 
negotiations were managed by William Longspeé and Archbishop Stephen 
Langton.  The archbishop read to the king from a parchment.  The 
parchment was called the Magna Carta or the Great Charter.
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Runnymede was a neutral site just west of London. The barons 
demanded that King John sign the Magna Carta at Runnymede. 
The Magna Carta was a document guaranteeing them certain rights also 
known as the “Great Charter of the Liberties”.  King John accepted the 
terms of the document originally called the “Articles of the Barons”.

By signing the document, King John agreed to a limited government.  
He could no longer do whatever he wanted, whenever he wanted.  This 
document stated the rights of the nobles and what they could do i f the 
king violated those rights.

King John did not want to sign the document but without the nobles 
and their soldiers, he would not have anyone to protect him.  The king 
gave into thei r demands due to the threat of a possible civil war.  King 
John had no al ternative but to negotiate.

By signing the document, King John was obligated to run a fai r 
government and protect the rights of the people.  The Magna Carta was 
designed to try balance the power between the King and his people.  The 
document ensured that no one was above the law, not even the king.  Rule 
of Law now applied in England.

Overall, the Magna Carta was created to guarantee legal rights to all 
people while limiting the king’s power.  Included in the document was the 
right to a fai r trial, the right to travel freely within England, and the right to 
private property.  It also stated that the king could no longer raise taxes 
without the approval of the barons.

The Magna Carta was initiall y a fail ure.  Both sides had broken the 
agreement within a few months of the agreement.  It resul ted in the First 
Barons’ Wars after Pope Innocent III voided the binding document.  King 
John died of dysentery when he was just fi fty years old in October of 
1215.  In 1216 , the document was reissued.  In 1225, a new version was 
issued by Henry III which became the final version.

Today, the Magna Carta is considered one of the most important 
documents for democracy.  The Founding Fathers of the United States 
were in fluenced by the document when creating the U.S. Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What were the noble’s 
large areas of land 
called?

What country was King 
John at war with?

What did King John die 
of?

What year did King John 
accept the crown?

What neutral site was 
used for the signing of 
the Magna Carta?

Who was king a fter King 
John?

True  or  false
Pope Innocent III once 
voided the binding 
document.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

King John’s armies 
were defeated in 
France in 1 199.

A.  1492 
B.  1813
C.  1 199
D.  1 1 1 1

A.  Sunnyside
B.  Bunnyrede
C.  Runnymede
D.  None of the above

A.  George IV
B.  Ralph I
C.  Innocent II
D.  Henry III

King John's brother was 
Richard the Tigerblood.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  Nooks
B.  Rives
C.  Fiefs
D.  Si fes

A.  France
B.  Russia
C.  United States
D.  Egypt

A. Starvation
B. Poison
C. Arrow wound
D. Dysentery

A feudal system was used 
in England to set up 
rules and order. 

The leader of the baron 
rebellion was Baron 
Robert Fitzwalter. 

A baron’s job was to 
maintain a water supply.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

40 barons formed an 
army called the Army of 
God.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15King John died at thi rty 
years old.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Barons without armies 
paid a tax called shield 
money.


