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Large bodies of water that surround the continents are called oceans. 
Oceans contain large amounts of saline (sal t) water. Less than three 
percent of the Earth’s water is freshwater. Seventy percent of the Earth’s 
sur face is covered by water. The world’s oceans are all interconnected, but 
generally di vided into 5 oceans. The oceans in order from smallest to 
largest include the Arctic Ocean, Antarctic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Atlantic 
Ocean and the Paci fic Ocean.

Antarctic: The Antarctic Ocean is also known as the Southern Ocean 
or the Austral Ocean. This ocean surrounds Antarctica and can be found at 
the South Pole. The Southern Ocean is the second smallest ocean and 
covers 7.8 million square miles. The Southern Ocean was formed about 30 
million years ago making it the youngest of the world’s oceans.

Most of the Antarctic Ocean freezes in the winter. The emperor 
penguin is the world's largest penguin species. These penguins li ve on the 
ice of the Southern Ocean and on the continent of Antarctica. Krill are very 
small shrimp-like creatures that li ve in the freezing water below the ice of 
the Antarctic Ocean. The deepest part is the South Sandwich Trench, which 
is 23,737 feet deep.

Paci fic Ocean: The Paci fic Ocean is the largest ocean in the world. It 
covers 60 million square miles and about one thi rd of the Earth's sur face. 
The Paci fic Ocean is known to be the most peaceful one.

The Paci fic Ocean was named by explorer Ferdinand Magellan. He 
originally named it the Mar Paci fico, which means "peaceful sea" in 
Portuguese. Asia and Australia border the ocean to the west, with North and 
South America bordering the ocean to the east.

The Paci fic Ocean is the deepest ocean with the deepest trenches. The 
deepest place in the world is the Mariana Trench in the Paci fic Ocean. 
Mariana Trench is 35 ,797 feet under the ocean. The average depth of the 
Paci fic Ocean is about 12 ,467 feet.

The Paci fic Ocean has the l ongest shore line. The Paci fic Ocean is 
larger than all the land continents combined. The Paci fic Ocean has more 
than 25 , 000 islands. About 75% of the world’s volcanoes are l ocated in the 
Paci fic Ocean basin. The Paci fic Ocean is home to the Great Barrier Reef. 
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The Great Barrier Reef is the largest reef in the world. It was named a 
World Heritage Site in 1981 and is now a protected area.

Atlantic: The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest ocean. This ocean is 
almost 6.5 times the si ze of the United States. Some say the Atlantic Ocean 
divides the Old World and the New World by separating Europe and the 
Americas.

The Atlantic Ocean surrounds 91 countries. The Atlantic Ocean makes 
up 29% of the world’s oceans and is known to be the sal tiest. The equator 
divides the ocean into the North Atlantic Ocean and the South Atlantic 
Ocean.

The Atlantic Ocean was the fi rst ocean to have been traveled across by 
ai rplane and a ship. Amelia Earhart was the fi rst woman to fly across the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1928.

In the 1850’s, the fi rst passenger shi p called the Cunard Line crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean. In 1912 the Titanic sank in the Atlantic Ocean. The 
Bermuda Triangle can be found in the Atlantic Ocean. The Atlantic Ocean has 
very productive fishing grounds. Common fish caught in the Atlantic include 
mackerel, haddock, cod and herring.

Arctic: The Arctic Ocean is the smallest and the shallowest of all the 
oceans. The Arctic Ocean has an average depth of 3,953 feet. Russia, 
Norway, Iceland, Canada, Greenland and the United States border the Arctic 
Ocean.

The Arctic Ocean is l ocated in the Northern Hemisphere and covered 
with ice most of the year. The North Pole is l ocated in the Arctic Circle. 
Jelly fish, whales, seals, fish and wal ruses li ve in the Arctic Ocean. When the 
Arctic Ocean ice mel ts, i t releases nutrients into the water which help the 
growth of al gae. The al gae feed zooplankton which is food for the marine 
li fe.

Indian: The Indian Ocean is the thi rd largest ocean located between 
Africa, Australia and India. It is the world’s warmest ocean with an average 
temperature of 71℉. Due to the warm temperature, the ocean has a limited 
ability to support marine li fe. The warm ocean waters cause tropical storms. 
Monsoons are common in the Indian Ocean, which produce large amounts 
of rain in the summer. Monsoons also produce a l ot of wind during the 
winter months. About 40% of the world’s offshore oil production comes from 
the Indian Ocean.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

In what ocean did the 
Titanic sink?

Which ocean is known to 
be the sal tiest?

Which ocean is the 
deepest?

What percent of Earth's 
sur face is covered by 
water?

Which ocean is the 
youngest ocean?

Which ocean is the 
largest?

True  or  false
The Atlantic Ocean 
surrounds 91 countries.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The smallest ocean is 
the Indian Ocean.

A.  Twenty 
B.  Forty
C.  Seventy
D.  Eighty

A.  Antarctic
B.  Atlantic
C.  Arctic
D.  None of the above

A.  Arctic
B.  Indian
C.  Atlantic
D.  Paci fic

The Paci fic Ocean was 
originally named the Mar 
Delmonico.
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A.  Antarctic
B.  Paci fic
C.  Atlantic
D.  Arctic

A.  Atlantic
B.  Paci fic
C.  Indian
D.  Arctic

A. Atlantic
B. Paci fic
C. Indian
D. Arctic

Oceans contain large 
amounts of saline (sal t) 
water.

The Indian Ocean is 
home to the Great 
Barrier Reef.

Amelia Earhart was the 
fi rst woman to fly across 
the Atlantic.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Paci fic Ocean is the 
warmest ocean.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The deepest place in 
the world is the 
Mariana Trench.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Emperor penguin is 
the world's largest 
penguin species. 


