
Maya Civilization



The Mayan Civilization 
began in 1800 BC.

The Mayan hieroglyphics 
writing system consisted 
of 800 glyphs. The Mayans occupied 

areas in Brazil, Argentina 
and Chile.

The Mayan kings were 
considered to be direct 
descendants of the 
Mayan Gods.

The last surviving Mayan 
city was called El Castillo.

The Maya calendar is one 
of the most accurate in 
history.



Some Mayans still live on the 
_____ Peninsula today. 

The Maya were one of ___ 
Mesoamerican civilizations.

A _____ was an accordion-
like book with several folds in 
it.

The highest social class 
were _____ and priests.

Who was the god of fire that 
the Maya believed created 
the Earth?

What was the last surviving 
Mayan city was called?

Yucatan
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The Mayan ___________ began in 1800 
BC. Some Mayans still live on the Yucatan 
________ today. The Mayans began to 

develop during the Mesoamerican 
civilization. The Mayans occupied areas in 

_______, Guatemala, the Yucatan 
Peninsula of Mexico and Honduras. The 
______ were one of six Mesoamerican 

civilizations. They are known for art, 
architecture, hieroglyphic writing and 

__________. They believed the stars, sun 
and ______ were gods. They noted their 
eclipses, solstices and equinoxes in their 

___________. The Mayan civilization 
consisted of a large number of 

______________. Each city-state had its 
own government. Every city-state was 
ruled by a king. The _______ was given 

the right to rule by the gods.  

Maya

moon

civilization

temples

astronomy

Peninsula

Belize

king

city-states



The society, culture, and way 
of life of a particular area Civilization

A religious ceremony

To take over

People sent on a religious 
mission

One who comes from a 
specific ancestor

To make less or cause 
less
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How did the land support the 
Mayan people and their way of 
life?

What characteristics of the 
Maya culture make it a great 
civilization?

How important was trade to 
the Maya civilization? Explain 
your answer.

Explain who held power in the 
Maya civilization and how they 
used their power.
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