
Words to Know
Crisis – time of intense di fficul ty
Economy – system in which an area makes money 

Severe – intense

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

Fi fteen million people l ost thei r jobs during the 
Great Depression. Another reason for the Great Depression 
was the Dust Bowl. The Dust Bowl was a drought in the 
farmlands of the Great Plains that caused many dust 
storms to ruin crops.

The president at the beginning of the Great 
Depression was Herbert Hoover. Herbert Hoover had no 
political experience before becoming president. He didn’t 
know what to do during this big crisis and there was little 
he could do. The whole world was facing a depression.
Then in 1933 a new President came to office. His name was 
Franklin D. Roosevel t. Franklin D. Roosevel t created a 
program called the New Deal. The New Deal had three 
parts. These incl uded Relief, Recovery and Reform. Relief 
offered help to those without jobs. Recovery gave people 
short-term jobs. Reform meant new laws and regulations 
about the economy to avoid a Great Depression again.

The Great Depression ended in the late 1930’s when 
war started in Europe. The United States supported France 
and Eng land, so the US started making supplies for them. 
This created many more jobs. 

The Great Depression was a time in the very late 1920’s and the 1930’s when the 
world economy was facing very di fficul t times. In the United States, the Stock Market in 
New York City crashed. That left many people without jobs. Also, at the same time, the 
farmlands of the Great Plains experienced a severe drought. This drought led to horrible 
dust storms. 

The cause of the Great Depression is complicated. There were many causes, and it 
is not always easy to tell which happened fi rst. Some of the reasons incl ude a weak 
banking system. There were several small banks that couldn’t survive when people took out 
too much money suddenly. There was not enough money in the United States, so prices 
went down. When prices went down, wages went down. When wages went down people 
didn’t have money to spend and companies didn’t make money. When companies didn’t 
make money, they had to lay off many workers. 

The  Great  Depression

Where was the Dust 
Bowl?

What were the 3 parts 
of the New Deal?

When did the Great 
Depression occur?
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Check the correct answer

True or false

banks
Drought
Livestock
Economy
Money
Credit
Loans
Farmers
stocks

Word search

What year did the Stock Market crash?

What is li vestock?

Where was the Great Depression twice as bad?

Fill in the blank

1928 1929 1930

Shares Stocks Animals

Great Plains Great Lakes Old West

The value of crops plummeted, and 
farmers didn’t have money to pay off 
their loans.

Banks had limited amounts of money, 
so i f people quickly withdrew money 
then they would have to shut down.

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

During this time, the Stock Market on October 24 , 1929 
_______________________________ 

Reasons for the Great Depression are mostly a resul t of a weak banking 
system, the Stock Market crash, and a _______________________________. 

Causes of the great depression

©Think Tank



Check the correct answer

True or false

Crops
Farmers
Plows
Prices
Credit
Clouds
Problems
Rain
tractors

Word search

How far away could the effects of the dust storm be fel t? 

The land in the Great Plains and ___________ tended to be dry.

What color was the dust?

Fill in the blank

100 miles 1 , 000 miles 10, 000 miles

Northeast Southeast Southwest

Orange Red Black

The Dust Bowl was a series of dust 
storms in the 1950’s. 

The wind would blow monstrous 
clouds of black dust through towns. 

TRUE             FALSE TRUE             FALSE

The people who escaped the Dust Bowl were often called 
_______________________________.

The crop prices were so low that people could not pay for the plows and 
tractors that they had bought on __________________________________ 

The  dust  bowl
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Words to Know
Congress – lawmakers
Wel fare – financial support to those in need
Wage – income earned

Underline the “Words to 
Know” found in the 
passage. (see bottom)

? Something you have a 
question about

!  Something that 
surprised you

Your favorite fact

Reform meant creating laws in order to avoid a 
future economic depression. There were two major 
reforms. These were the Wagner Act which gave workers 
more of a right to unioni ze so that they could be paid a 
fair wage and have support at thei r job. The second was 
the Social Security Act which gave help to those in need, 
such as the elderly and disabled.

Not everyone liked these programs. Some people 
fel t that the government was overstepping thei r 
boundaries; they shouldn’t be so involved in businesses.  
Some fel t that the programs the government created 
were taking away opportunities from businesses to make 
money.

However, there were several great things about it. 
The most signi ficant being that the economy was able to 
recover. Also, workers gained more rights. Thi rdly, people 
fel t they had support from the government i f they faced 
hard times. Overall, people were happy and many 
di fferent kinds of people came together. People liked 
Franklin Roosevel t so much that the re-elected him three 
times. His presidency ended when he died.

The New Deal was a program started by Franklin D. Roosevel t and passed by 
Congress. It was created to help end the Great Depression. The program was made up 
of three parts – Relief, Recovery and Reform. Some programs covered more than one 
of these parts. 

Relief meant support for the poor. This included wel fare programs for the 
unemployed. People needed help and they needed it right away. Twenty-fi ve percent or 1 
out of 4 people didn’t have a job. 

Recovery meant addressing problems so that the country could get better. There 
were several recovery programs. The most well-known is the Public Works 
Administration. The Public Works Administration was a government agency that hi red 
people to build bridges, schools and ai rports. They also focused on building dams to 
control fl ooding in Tennessee.

The  new  deal

Why did some people 
dislike the New Deal?

What good things came 
from the Great Depression?

What were the two major 
reforms?
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