
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK

Laws are important in the United States because they are meant to keep 

order and ______________________ people. The process of creating a law is 

designed in a way that no one person, or branch, can become too power ful. The 

legislative process helps to maintain the systems of checks and balances. The law-

making ability belongs to the _____________________________ Branch (also 

known as Congress) and is outlined in Article I of the U.S. Constitution. Congress 

is bicameral which means that it is composed of ___________ houses or 

chambers: the Senate and the House of _________________________________.

The fi rst step in creating a new law is an idea. Ideas can come from citi zens, 

Congress, or even the President. When the idea is solidi fied, it is written down with 

the details organi zed and explained. This is when the new law transitions from 

being an idea to what is called a _____________________.

The bill must go through many steps before it can become a law. A member 

of Congress, also known as a legislator, must agree to sponsor the bill. A sponsor 

can come from either house. The person who __________________________ the 

bill typically has a special interest in the new law. The bill is then placed in a box 

called a hopper, given a bill number, and formally recorded. Next, the bill is 

introduced to Congress. It can be introduced in either the Senate (100 members) 

or the House of Representatives (____________ members). Afterwards, the bill 

goes to a committee. The bill would be assigned to a committee that is familiar with 

what the new bill is proposing (suggesting). For example, i f the new bill involves 

roads, then it would go to the _______________________________ Committee.

If the bill starts in the House, the Representatives will discuss the bill and 

propose _________________________________ (changes or additions) to the 

bill. Representatives may vote in one of three ways. The type of vote depends on 

sponsors 435 amendments

Transportation protect Representatives

two bill Legislative 



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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The Legislati ve Branch is outlined in Article III 
of the U.S. Constitution.

Around 90% of bills actually stop at the 
committee phase.

Congress can override a veto with a one-thi rd vote.

A member of Congress, also known as a 
legislator, must agree to sponsor the bill. 

The bill must get approval in identical form in both 
houses.

The House of Representatives has 100 members.

Representatives in the House may vote in one of 
three ways. 

A conference committee involves members from 
both houses.

The President has 14 days to sign a bill into law.

Congress is bicameral.
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. The Legislative Branch is _____ of the 
U.S. Constitution.

A. Article I
B. Article II
C. Article III
D. Article IV

6. How many ways are there to vote on a 
bill in the House?

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

2. What is an idea for a law called?
A. Legislator
B. Bicameral
C. Hopper
D. Bill

7. The bill is placed in a box called a ____. 
A. Ballot
B. Cabinet
C. Hopper
D. Pocket

3.     How many members does the Senate 
have?
A. 100
B. 200
C. 387
D. 435

8. What are changes or additions to bills 
called?

A. Amendments
B. Ratifications
C. Hoppers
D. Articles

4. What type of bills must always start in 
the House of Representatives?

A. Agriculture
B. Housing
C. Education
D. Revenue

9. The President is head of the ____ Branch.
A. Judicial
B. Supreme
C. Legislative
D. Executive

5. What is the leader of the House of 
Representatives called?

A. President Pro Tempore
B. Speaker of the House
C. Minority Legislator
D. Caller of the House

10. The President has ____ days to sign a bill 
into law.

A. 5
B. 10
C. 14
D. 21
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.

B OT  C A R D S
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

