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1. What are groups
of similar
ecosystems called?

2. On what continent
is the largest
savanna?

3. What is the top
layer of a rainforest
called?

4. What is a tropical
grassland also
called?

5. How many
seasons do
grasslands have?

6. What forests are
the coldest of the
forest biomes?

7.Where is the
windiest place on
Earth?

8. What temperature
in fahrenheit is
freezing?
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9. are where living
creatures interact with
non-living things.

10. Temperate forests
have seasons &
more mild temps.

layer of a raifor
called?

4. What is a tropical
grassland also
called?

5. How many
seasons do
grasslands have?

6. What forests are
the coldest of the
forest biomes?

11. Savannas are
g@eolly located near

7.Where is the
windiest place on
Earth?

15. Deserts hav@
humidity.

8. What temperature
in fahrenheit is
freezing?

16. An ecosystem
thrives when everything
works in
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'ECOSYSTEMS & BIOMES |

ing creatures (plants and animals) interact with

organisms are infrod
disturbances include pollution, d¢
natural resources

interfere. Animal populations can't remain
relationships. Three things can occur with a ne
adapt and stay in the ecosystem. Second, existing ani
may relocate

Biomes are groups of similar ecosystems. Weather, rainfall, a
species, and plants are similar within the various biomes on earth. Lan8®
include the desert, grasslands, savanna, tundra, tropical rainforest, femperate
forest, and taiga forest. Aquatic biomes are marine, freshwater, and coral reefs.

Deserts typically have as little as 10 inches of rain per year. With very
dry soil there is little plant life. Deserts also have low humidity. They get very
hot during the day. Daytime temperatures can reach 100 degrees Fahrenheit
However, heat disappears at night. Nighttime temperatures can drop fo 32
degrees Fahrenheit (freezing).

Nocturnal animals like meerkats, camels, horned toads, scorpions, and
grasshoppers, survive in deserts. They burrow underground o sleep during the
heat of the day. Plant species include cactus, grasses, shrubs, and select short
trees. Other desert biomes include the polar deserts in Antarctica and the
North Pole. These cold deserts are home to penguins, seals, and snow petrels
(birds). Antarctica is the windiest place on earth

Grasslands can be both temperate and tropical (called savannas)
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Temperate grasslands are large landmasses with low growing grasses and
wildflowers. They fall between the climate of the desert and forest. There isn't
enough water fo grow fall trees, but there's more water than in a desert
Grasslands have two seasons: hot summers and cold winters.

Savannas are tropical grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs. They
have rainy and dry seasons with warm weather. On savannas, you will find
herds of animals. Savannas are typically located near the equator, with the
largest being in Africa

The tundra biome is found in the extreme north. It accounts for 20
percent of the earth's surface. This cold and often frozen biome is dry
Beneath the top layer is frozen ground called permafrost. Tundras have little
nutrients to fuel plant and animal life. Some animals in the tundra change coats
fo blend in with the seasons. The arctic hare, ermine, and arctic fox are brown
in summer and white in winter. Tundra seasons include long winters (8
months) and short summers

Tropical rainforests, located near the Equator, usually get over 75 inches

apgually. They are very humid and warm. Temperatures average

Winters can lasf
much more rain than
taiga
Marine biomes are the largest bj
earth's surface. They include saltwa

wetlands. Coral reef biomes include fringe, barrier, and atoll reefs.
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