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Ancient Egyptians had many beliefs. 
Their religion had many gods, with each one 
representing di fferent parts of li fe such as 
the sun (Ra), the sky (Horus), and knowledge 
(Thoth). Pharaohs were the kings, or rulers, 
of Ancient Egypt. They were also the leader 
of religion. 

Ancient Egypt included 31 dynasties with 
likely over 170 pharaohs. Two types of 
temples were buil t in Ancient Egypt to honor 
the pharaohs and gods. The Cultus was a 
temple buil t to house a speci fic god and the 
Mortuary temple was buil t to worship a dead 
pharaoh.

Ancient Egyptians believed that their 
souls never died. When they passed away, 
their souls remained ali ve in the afterli fe. For 
the afterli fe to be successful, pharaohs had 
to be buried with their treasures, clothes, 
food, and more. They would use these items 
after they passed away. 
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

Pyramids were very large, usually 
having tunnels and chambers (rooms) for 
di fferent purposes. Since there were 
treasures and items stored away for the 
pharaohs to use in the afterli fe, there would 
also be a chamber dedicated for those. The 
walls would usually be covered in picture 
carvings and hieroglyphics, Ancient Egypt’s 
form of writing using pictures and symbols. 

The pharaohs would be placed in the 
pyramids as mummies (their bodies would 
be wrapped in linen to preserve it) in their 
own chamber. The embalming process 
(preserving the bodies) could take up to 40 
days. Near the room where the pharaoh 
would be, there would be other chambers 
for family members to be buried. Egyptian 
pyramids were always buil t to the west of 
the Nile River because that area was 
associated with the land of the dead.such as Nubia, as well 
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The pyramids were mostly buil t during 
the Old Kingdom. Ancient Egypt went 
through 3 main weal thy and united periods 
over the course of their civili zation. They 
were called the Old Kingdom, the Middle 
Kingdom, and the New Kingdom. During the 
time of the Old Kingdom, Egypt was very 
weal thy and Pharaoh Djoser buil t the fi rst 
pyramid at Saqqara. Djoser was the thi rd 
king of the Dynastic Era and his pyramid, 
called the Step Pyramid, was buil t in 2630 
BC. Earlier pyramids of the Old Kingdom 
has mastabas, or steps, with large ledges. 
The concept was that the pharaoh would 
use the steps to climb to the sun god.

Pharaoh Sneferu of the Fourth Dynasty 
was the fi rst pharaoh to build a smooth-
sided pyramid known as the Red Pyramid 
at Dashur. Khufu, Sneferu’s son, buil t the 
Great Pyramid of Gi za.
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7.

King Tut…

Pharaoh Khu fu…

Egyptians believed the flooding of the Nile was caused by…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.Pharaoh ____ buil t the 
fi rst pyramid at Saqqara.

A. Hatshepsut
B. King Tut
C. Djoser
D. Mentuhotep II 

A. Blue Pyramid
B. Great Red
C. Red Pyramid 
D. Great Gi za

What were Snefuru’s 
smooth-sided pyramids 
also known as?

9. 10.

11. 12.

How long was the reign 
of Khu fu?

The Great Pyramid of 
Gi za took over ___ years 
to build.

A. 16 years
B. 23 years 
C. 36 years
D. 45 years

A. 20 years
B. 28 years
C. 34 years
D. 53 years

A. 1922
B. 1822
C. 1722
D. 1622

A. Memphis
B. Avaris
C. Cairo
D. Thebes

When did Howard Carter 
discover King Tut’s tomb? 

Where was the Valley of 
the Kings?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

How long did King 
Tut rule for?

the tears of the 
goddess Isis

243413311 1  524324

143133  1531412454

What does the word 
“pharaoh” mean?
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