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The period before the First Kingdom 
was known as the Early Dynastic Period. In 
that time, during the First Dynasty, Egypt 
became one country. However, it was not 
until the Third Dynasty during the Old 
Kingdom period, under the rule of the 
Pharaoh Djoser, that Egypt’s government 
became strong and power ful. 

Government and religion were 
connected in Ancient Egypt and the 
pharaoh was the head of both. The pharaoh 
was like a king and was the most power ful 
person in Ancient Egypt, thought to be 
connected to the gods. The vi zier worked 
under the pharaoh and completed most of 
the government’s daily work. The fi rst vi zier 
was Imhotep. Vi ziers were highly educated 
with skill s of an accountant, architect, 
lawyer, judge, farmer, and priest. 
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

Pharaoh Djoser ruled during the Third 
Dynasty. He divided Egypt into di fferent 
nomes (similar to states) with a governor for 
each, known as a nomarch. The nomarchs 
would check in with the pharaoh about what 
was happening in their nome. The Fourth 
Dynasty was considered to be the peak of the 
Old Kingdom, with power ful pharaohs such as 
Sneferu and Khu fu. 

Pyramids buil t on the west bank of the 
Nile River were a very big part of the Old 
Kingdom. They were buil t as burial tombs for 
pharaohs. Pharaoh Djoser had a great deal of 
money and buil t the fi rst pyramid, the Step 
Pyramid of Djoser. The largest pyramid was 
also buil t during this time under the rule of 
the Fourth Dynasty, called the Great Pyramid 
at Gi za. It was over 400 feet tall and took 20 
years to build. It was buil t as a tomb for 
Pharaoh Khu fu and held many of his 
treasures. 
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Egyptians believed the pharaoh's soul 
stayed ali ve and so in the pyramids, they 
stored their treasured belongings as well as 
food and clothes for the afterli fe. They also 
believed they would reunite with Ra, their 
Sun-god, after death. The Great Sphinx was 
carved from a massive block of limestone 
during the Fourth Dynasty. A Sphinx was a 
creature with the head of a human (usually a 
pharaoh or a god) and the body of a lion, 
with paws 50 feet long. The Great Sphinx is 
one of the oldest statues in the world and 
was buil t to guard and protect the tombs of 
Gi za. 

Wrapping, or embalming, the body when 
a person died was also an important part of 
their cul ture. The wrapped body was called a 
mummy. Through mummi fication they 
preserved or prolonged the body. The body 
was wrapped in linen and placed in a tomb 
called a sarcophagus.

Decoder 



7.

The 5th Dynasty is known as the…

Khu fu was also…

The only female vi zier of the Old Kingdom was…

©Think Tank

R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.Mummies were placed in 
a tomb called a ___.

A. Shemu
B. Sarcophagus
C. Scribe
D. Papyrus

A. Ra
B. Horus
C. Thoth
D. Osiris

Who was the sun-god?

9. 10.

11. 12.

Who was the first king 
of the 6th Dynasty?

At what age did scribes 
begin their training?

A. Nefertiti
B. Khu fu
C. Djoser
D. Teti I

A. 4
B. 6
C. 8
D. 10

A. Ra
B. Horus
C. Thoth
D. Osiris

A. 3
B. 5
C. 7
D. 9

Who was the god of 
death?

Ancient Egypt went 
through ___ main 
kingdoms. 

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What was Khu fu 
also known as?

Nebet of the 
fifth dynasty

1233435533  4154

513231432354

How long did 
Pharaoh Pepi II 
rule?
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