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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Under the Articles, each state would get one vote 

in Congress.
T    F

T    F
King George III was from Ireland.

T    F

T    F
The Articles of Confederation created a weak 

central government.
T    F

T    F
Changing the Articles required a unanimous vote.

T    F

T    F
Foreclosure is when a bank takes a person‘s 

property.
T    F

T    F
The focus of the Founding Fathers was the rights 

for states.
T    F

T    F
In 1787, Shays led an attack on a federal prison.

T    F

T    F
The Articles established a “League of Nations”.

T    F

T    F
Each state minted their own money.

T    F

Articles of Confederation Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

Shays’ Rebellion helped lead to the writing 
of the U.S. Constitution in 1787.
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Articles of confederation

© Think Tank

The Declaration of Independence stated reasons to break away from 
Eng land, but it did NOT set up a plan of government. After writing the 
Declaration of Independence, the colonists needed to create a system of 
government for their new and independent nation. 

They did NOT want to leave all power in the hands of one person for fear 
of what happened in Eng land. Colonial concern about recreating a monarchy 
led to the adoption of the Articles of Confederation as America’s fi rst plan of 
government. 

The focus of the Founding Fathers was the rights for states. They wanted 
a document that would gi ve more rights to the states out of fear of repeating 
the conflict with Eng land. The new plan of government, called the Articles of 
Confederation, gave more authority to the states than to a central or federal 
government. A confederation is a loose association or organi zation of 
separate states that cooperate together. The Articles of Confederation 
became the fi rst constitution and officially established the government of the 
13 colonies. 

The Articles of Confederation was only fi ve pages long. There were 13 
articles written and rati fied by the 13 colonies or states. Each colony was to 
act as an independent state and each state had the right to pass their own 
laws. The association of states had a “Congress” which was the only branch of 
the national government.

The Articles of Confederation created a weak central government. Most 
power remained with the states as they each had their own constitutions. The 
Articles established what was known as a “league of friendship” among the 13 
states. The new confederation was known as the United States of America. 

According to the Articles of Confederation, each state would get one vote 
in Congress. Some powers gi ven to the Confederation Congress were to 
declare war, enter into treaties, print money and establish post offices. 
Congress could di rect an army or equi p a navy but it could not raise its own 
troops. Congress could not di rectly tax citi zens on its own, instead it relied on 
the states to contribute money. Each state minted thei r own money, even 
though they weren' t supposed to. Each state functioned independently rather 
than the nation as a whole. 

One major accomplishment of the Confederation Congress was that it


