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Veterans Day is celebrated every year on November 1 1th.  It is a federal 
holiday in the United States which means there is no school on Veterans Day.  
Veterans Day is a day to honor all the veterans who have served in the 
military.

Woodrow Wilson, the 28th president, named November 1 1th as Armistice 
Day in 1919 .  The holiday began as the fi rst anniversary of the end of World 
War I.  Armistice Day was originally meant to honor those who died in World 
War I, but in the early 1940s, it was changed to honor all veterans who have 
served in the U.S. mili tary. 

Veterans Day is known as Remembrance Day or Armistice Day in other 
countries.  An armistice is an agreement made by opposing sides in a war to 
stop fighting for a certain time; a truce.

World War I officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed in 
France.  The armistice went into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month.  Therefore, November 1 1 , 1918 is known as the end 
of “the war to end all wars.”

The original intent of Veterans Day was to honor soldiers who lost thei r 
li ves in World War I.  World War I began in 1914 and ended in 1918.  The war 
was mostly fought in Europe but many countries were involved making it a 
g lobal war.  This was the fi rst time in history that a major war was fought on 
land and water but also below the sea and in the skies.

Before the war began, tension was building up in Europe.  Countries 
were competing to gain land and power.  The war was di vided into two 
alliances - the Central Powers and the Allied Powers.  An alliance is an 
agreement among countries to help each other out.

Members of the Allied Powers were France, Russia and Britain.  They 
were also known as the Entente Powers.  After 1917, the United States joined 
the Allied Powers.  Members of the Central Powers were Germany, Austria-
Hungary, the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) and Bul garia.  As the war progressed, 
over 30 countries became involved in the fighting of WWI.

Veterans Day is often confused with Memorial Day.  Veterans Day honors 
those who are serving or have served in the military.  Veterans Day is a time 
to remember the brave men and women who risked their li ves.  Memorial Day 
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honors those who died while serving in the military.
A World War II veteran named Raymond Weeks, came up with the idea 

to honor all veterans on November 1 1th, not just those who fought in World 
War I.  In 1982 , Raymond Weeks was gi ven the Presidential Citi zenship Medal 
from Ronald Reagan. 

In the 1940s, Veterans Day was changed to a day to pay tribute to all U.S. 
military veterans.  At one point, Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday 
in October but President Ford changed it back to November 1 1th in 1975.

According to the 2016 U.S. Census Bureau, there are 18.8 million military 
veterans in the United States.  Veterans account for 10% of the United States 
population.  Al though these brave veterans risked their li ves to defend our 
country, nearly 50, 000 veterans are homeless.  In the U.S. there are over one 
million female veterans in the military.

United States Senate Resolution 143, passed in 2001 , designated the week 
of Nov. 1 1 through Nov. 17 as "National Veterans Awareness Week."  The 
resolution asks that students learn and understand the contributions and 
sacri fices of veterans.  Veterans Day is a celebration to honor America's 
veterans for their sacri fices.

In 1864 , Arlington became a military cemetery.  An American soldier was 
buried at Arlington Cemetery on November 1 1 , 1921 .  No one knew his identity,
therefore his gravesite is called the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  The tomb 
reads “Here rests in honored g lory An American Soldier Known but 
to God.”

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is a white marble coffin.  Today it is 
the final resting place for Unknown Soldiers from World War I, World War II 
and the Korean War.  The tomb represents the sacri fices of those who fell 
during the wars.  It is guarded 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  During 
Veterans Day ceremonies a wreath is placed on the grave by the president of 
the United States. 

Every Veterans Day and Memorial Day, Arlington National Cemetery holds 
an annual memorial service.  Arlington National Cemetery is a United States 
military cemetery in Arlington, Vi rginia, outside Washington, D.C.  Veterans Day 
is often honored with presidential speeches and parades.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What year did World 
War I end?

What year did Armistice 
Day begin?

What year did World 
War I begin?

In what month is 
Veterans Day?

What percent of the U.S. 
population are veterans?

What year did Arlington 
become a military
cemetery?

True  or  false
Senate Resolution 143 
passed in 2013.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Nearly 50, 000 veterans 
are homeless.

A.  January
B.  May
C.  September
D.  November

A.  10%
B.  1%
C.  25%
D.  None of the above

A.  1486
B.  1684
C.  1864
D.  1946

Veterans Day was 
originally known as 
Armistice Day.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

©  Think Tank 2020 

A.  1918
B. 1914
C.  1946
D.  1864

A.  1946
B.  1846
C.  1919
D.  1819

A.  1918
B.  1914
C.  1942
D.  1946

World War I was divided 
into the Central Powers 
and Alleged Powers.

Raymond Weeks was 
gi ven the Presidential 
Citi zenship Medal.

World War I was mostly 
fought in Japan.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Bul garia was part of the 
Central Powers.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15World War I ended 
with the Treaty of 
Europe.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Woodrow Wilson 
named November 1 1th as 
Armistice Day.


