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Reading #1 questions
1.   What did the Virginia Company expect to find in 
the New World?
A. Trade routes
B. Spices
C. Gold
D. None of the above

2. How many ships sailed to the Canary Islands?
A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6
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King James I of England paid for an
expedition (journey) to start a new colony in 
North America.  The king gave his approval to
businessmen, called the Virginia Company, to 
explore and settle a new colony.  

In 1606, King James I gave the Virginia 
Company the charter (permission) to start a 
new colony. The Virginia Company expected to 
find gold in the New World.

They also had hopes of making money by 
growing and making things in the new colony 
that they could ship back to England.

The crew set sail on December 20, 1606 
and the journey took four months. The ships 
were named the Godspeed, Susan Constant and 
the Discovery. 

The three ships first sailed to the Canary 
Islands. They then landed in Puerto Rico to stop 
for fresh food and water. From there, the ships 
headed north and landed at Cape Henry 
in Virginia on April 26, 1607.

The journey to the New World included almost…

ONE  HUNDRED 

FIFTY  MEN



Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

Fill in the blank

6. The businessmen did not have basic survival 

skills such as fishing, hunting or ______________.

7. In 1608, Captain John ________________
became president of the colony.

8. _____________ Percy took over when Smith
got hurt.  
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The time that the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 
before Jamestown was…

Most of the Jamestown settlers were 
businessmen.  They did not have basic survival 
skills such as fishing, hunting or farming. 

The first few years were very rough for 
the new settlers.  During the first winter in 
Jamestown over half of the men died.  Common 
causes of death were diseases, starvation, dirty 
water and fights with Native Americans.  

By the winter of 1607, only 39 of the 100+ 
colonists in Jamestown were left alive.

In 1608, Captain John Smith became 
president of the colony.  Smith was an 
experienced soldier and explorer.  However, 
many settlers did not like him.  Smith made a 
new rule that said, “If you don’t work, you don’t 
eat."  

Smith was later captured by the Powhatan 
tribe.  The chief's daughter, Pocahontas, 
stepped in to make sure John Smith was not 
hurt.  She begged her father to release him.  He 
was let go, but later got hurt.  George Percy 
took over. 



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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O=O R=R N=N

T=T Y=Y M=M

H=H U=U I=I

E=E F=F D=D

T



Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 149.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 78.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 10.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:


