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Reading #1 questions
1. Where was Ponce de Leon born? 
A. India
B. Spain
C. Mongolia
D. None of the above

2.  Who did Ponce de Leon fight against in 
Granada?
A. Aztec
B. Cholula
C. Moors
D. None of the above
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Juan traveled on the second voyage of Christopher 
Columbus’ which included…

SIXTEEN

SHIPS

Juan Ponce de León was born in 1474 in 
Spain.  Historians believe that Ponce de León 
was born into Spanish nobility.  Ponce de León 
is known for being an explorer and 
conquistador. 

As a young boy, Juan Ponce de León 
worked as a squire for a knight.  He helped take 
care of the knight's horses and armor in the 
Royal Court of Aragon.  The knight taught 
Juan how to fight while riding a horse.  He 
practiced his skill in battles.  Juan became a 
soldier, fighting against the Moors in Granada.  
He was a soldier for the Spanish military until 
1493.

Historians believe that in 1493, Ponce de 
León accompanied Christopher Columbus on his 
second journey to the New World.  At that 
time, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella were 
the leaders of Spain.

Ponce de León was among other sailors, 
soldiers and colonists in the New World.  He 
settled a Caribbean Island called Hispaniola.



Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

In 1511, Ponce de León was removed from 
his leadership position because he was in a 
dispute with one of Columbus’s sons.  Juan was 
replaced as governor of Puerto Rico by Diego 
Colon. 

In 1512, King Ferdinand ordered Ponce de 
León to explore new islands to the northwest of 
Hispaniola.  These new islands were often 
referred to as the Islands of Benimy.

In 1513, Ponce de León took three ships to 
explore the islands of Benimy.  The ships were 
named the Santiago, San Cristobal and 
the Santa Maria de la Consolacion.

While exploring the new lands, the crew
encountered several battles with the Natives.  
He named one of the islands ‘La Florida’ 
because of the lush vegetation.  Ponce de León 
discovered Florida around Easter time, which 
the Spanish called ‘Pascua Florida’.  Juan and 
his men thought that Florida was a huge island.  
At the time, they did not realize they were in 
North America, on the mainland.

Fill in the blank

6. Ponce de León took _________________________ 
ships to explore the islands of Benimy. 

7. Ponce de León discovered Florida around 

______________________________ time.

8. Juan was replaced as ______________________
of Puerto Rico by Diego Colon. 
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When exploring the islands of Benimy, Juan took…



Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 10.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 48.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 199.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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X=X I=I E=E

P=P S=s H=H

T=T R=R N=N

T


