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Taxes Britain imposed (forced) included 
a tax on tea (Tea Act) and a tax on printed 
goods like newspapers and playing cards 
(Stamp Act). New taxes were also introduced 
on glass, paint, and lead. Those taxes on 
imported goods were part of the laws called 
the Townshend Acts. 

Tensions were al ready high between the 
colonists and the Redcoats (British soldiers). 
When angry colonists began to protest the 
taxes, Britain sent troops to Boston to 
maintain order. There were more than 2 ,000 
soldiers stationed in Boston who were there 
to ensure that the laws were obeyed. One 
day before the Boston Massacre, some 
residents of Boston had an encounter with 
British soldiers at John Gray’s Ropewalk. 
Private Matthew Kil roy (British soldier) got 
into an argument with Samuel Gray 
(American colonist). 
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Tensions rose as the British government 
started to become more involved with the 13 
colonies. Protests erupted as the colonists 
became more and more angry. A group of 
Patriots in Boston, who called themselves the 
Sons of Liberty, started protesting the taxes. 

On March 5, 1770, in Boston, one fight 
escalated in front of the Customs House on 
King Street. It started when a British Private 
(a soldier) named Hugh White and a few 
colonists began to argue. Slowly, a crowd of 
colonists formed, and they began to throw 
sticks, stones, and snowballs at Private 
White. Eventually, the number of colonists 
reached more than 50. The British soldiers 
fi red into the crowd, killing fi ve men. This 
event became known as the Boston 
Massacre.

Decoder 

Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R
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Captain Thomas Preston, the local 
British officer in Boston, sent soldiers to the 
location of Private White to try to keep the 
situation under control. When the soldiers 
arrived, the colonists became outraged 
after seeing thei r muskets (long ri fles). 

Captain Preston then came to try and 
calm the situation and disperse (to scatter 
or remove) the crowd. However, the violence 
just escalated and one of the soldiers, 
Private Montgomery, was hit by something 
from the crowd and fell down. As he fell, it is 
believed that he fi red into the crowd. Chaos 
broke and other soldiers began to fi re at the 
colonists as well. Immediately, 3 individuals 
were killed, and 2 more later died from thei r 
wounds. Crispus Attucks was thought to be 
the fi rst American casualty (death) of the 
American Revolution.
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R e c o r d i n g  s h e e t
Read each passage and answer the questions below. Next, use the decoder to solve the puzzle phrase.

1.

WITH  THE  TREATY 

OF  PARIS

B,Y B,E,N

F,R,A,N,K,L,I,N

The Townshend Acts…

The Boston Massacre or something like it was predicted…

The French and Indian War ended…

I-N-C-L-U-D-E-D 

F-O-U-R   L-A-W-S

©Think Tank

R e a d i n g  1

R e a d i n g  2

R e a d i n g  3

2.What was the British 
government called? 

A. Continental Congress
B. Grand Senate
C. House of Burgesses
D. Parliament

A. Surplus
B. Debt
C. Parliament
D. Alliance

What word means ‘money 
owed’?

3. 4.

5. 6.

What word means ‘to 
force’?

Which act placed a tax on 
printed goods?

A. Repeal
B. Rati fy
C. Impose
D. Propose

A. Tea Act 
B. Stamp Act
C. Quartering Act
D. Coercive Act

A. 1
B. 3
C. 5
D. 7

A. Sticks
B. Stones
C. Snowballs
D. All of the above

How many men were 
killed in the Boston 
Massacre?

What was thrown at  
Private White?
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