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Greek mythology began with ancient Greeks sharing epic stories of thei r 
gods, goddesses, heroes, and magical creatures. Ancient Greeks buil t temples 
and statues and offered sacri fices to these major gods because it was part of 
their religion. Gods had special powers and personalities that were used for 
good, evil, trickery, or adventure.

The Titans & the Olympians: The Titans were the 12 eldest gods. They 
ruled during the golden age. Cronus and Rhea were Titans and the parents to 
Zeus. He eventually conquered the Titans.

The Olympian gods (descendants of the Titans) li ved on Mt. Olympus in 
ancient Greece. Some say there were 12 Olympian gods while others claim 
there were 14 . It is not clear i f Hades, Hephaestus, and Hestia were official 
gods.

Clash of the Titans: Zeus was the last child of Titans Cronus and 
Rhea. Cronus had swallowed his fi rst 5 children in fear that they would take 
his throne (they were trapped in his stomach). At one point, Zeus wore a 
disguise and offered Cronus a special potion which made Cronus cough up his 
5 children – Hades, Poseidon, Demeter, Hera, and Hestia.

Cronus and the Titans battled Zeus and his siblings for years until Zeus 
won and locked the Titans underground. Mother Earth was angry and sent 
Typhon to fight the Olympians. Zeus trapped Typhon under Mt. Etna. Legend 
has it that this is how Mt. Etna became a volcano.

Zeus: Zeus became king of the gods. He split up the world into 3 
segments and ruled with his 2 brothers, Hades and Poseidon. Hades controlled 
the underworld. Poseidon controlled the seas and ocean. Zeus controlled the 
earth and heavens and weather. He was the god of the sky, lightning, thunder, 
and justice. 

Zeus’ symbols are the lightning bol t, eagle, bull, and oak. Pegasus was his 
famous winged horse who carried his lightning bol ts. Zeus could change his 
voice and body to look like another person or animal. He even could turn 
people into animals to punish them. Zeus married his sister Hera and had 4 
children with her but many other children with other goddesses and mortals.

Hera: Hera was the queen of the gods. She was goddess of women, 
marriage, childbirth, and family. She could also control the skies. Her symbols 
were the scepter, peacock, pomegranate, lily, cuckoo, lion, and cow. She was 



© Think Tank

the protector of purity and married women. However, she was jealous of Zeus 
and wanted revenge.

Dionysus: Dionysus, son of Zeus, was the god of wine, comedy, tragedy, 
theatre, and art. He was responsible for the grape harvest and making 
wine. His symbol was the grapevine.

Poseidon: Poseidon ruled the sea, ocean, earthquakes, and horses. As 
protector of all waters, his symbols were the trident, fish, dolphin, horse, and 
bull. He could create storms to sink ships or cause earthquakes. He created the 
horse, perhaps because he fell in l ove with Demeter or to win the city of Athens 
from Athena. Poseidon and Athena wanted to be the god of Athens. They each 
presented a gi ft. Athena created an olive tree that would provide wood, oli ves, 
and olive oil. Poseidon created a horse which would provide work, 
transportation, and help in battle. Athena won the contest.

Hades: Hades was the king of the underworld (land of the dead) with the 
symbols Cerberus (dog), scepter, drinking horn, and cypress tree. He had a 
special power of invisibility with his Helm of Darkness helmet. Cerberus was 
his 3 headed dog that guarded the entrance to the underworld.

Athena: Athena was the goddess of wisdom and war. She protected the 
law, civili zed li fe, and Athens with her symbols – owl, oli ve tree, snake, and 
spear. She was also the goddess of courage, inspiration, civili zation, law, 
justice, war fare, math, strength, strategy, arts, crafts, and skill. She was the 
patron god of Athens, having won a contest against Poseidon.

Apollo was the god of archery, sun, light, music, prophecy, poetry, arts, and 
sciences. He encouraged learning music and taught the art of medicine. His 
symbols were the sun, bow & arrow, lyre, and python.

Artemis, Apollo’s twin sister, was the beauti ful goddess of hunt, archery, 
animals, forest, and moon. She was the protector of wildli fe. Her symbols were 
the bow & arrow, moon, and deer.

Hermes was the messenger of the gods and the god of commerce (trade) 
and thieves. His symbols were winged sandals, caduceus (staff with 2 snakes 
wrapped around it), and tortoise.

Ares was the god of war. His symbols were the spear, helmet, and 
shield. Ares scattered death, disaster, and blood. Ancient Greeks feared both 
Ares and Hades.

Demeter was the goddess of agricul ture, seasons, fertility, and 
harvest. Her symbols were wheat and the pig.

Aphrodite was the goddess of love & beauty. Her symbols were the dove, 
dolphin, scallop shell, swan, and rose. She protected sailors.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What was the name of 
Zeus' winged horse?

Who controlled the seas 
and oceans?

Who was the god of 
wine, theatre and art?

Who did Zeus trap under 
Mt. Etna?

What was the name of 
Hades' three headed dog?

Who controlled the 
underworld?

True  or  false
Zeus had 2 brothers.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Zeus had 7 children 
with Hera.

A.  Aphrodite
B.  Poseidon
C.  Hades
D.  Typhon

A.  Fang
B.  Dionysus
C.  Cerberus
D.  None of the above

A.  Zeus
B.  Hades
C.  Cronus
D.  Rhea

Ares was the goddess of
wisdom and war.
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A.  Pegasus
B.  Abraxan
C.  Thestral
D.  Sartorius

A.  Aphrodite
B.  Rhea
C.  Hades
D.  Poseidon

A. Dionysus
B. Demeter
C. Ares
D. Hermes

The Titans ruled during 
the Golden Age.

Artemis was Apoll o‘s 
twin sister.

The Olympian Gods li ved 
on Mt. Etna.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Aphrodite was the 
goddess of l ove and 
beauty.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Cronus swall owed his 
fi rst fi ve children.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Zeus’ parents were 
Cronus and Rhea.


