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Reading #1 questions
1. Where was Ferdinand Magellan born?
A. Spain
B. Portugal
C. France
D. Germany

2.    Who paid for Magellan’s expedition?
A. King of Spain
B. King of Portugal
C. King of France
D. King of Germany

Clue #1

©
Th

in
k 

Ta
nk

 T
o

o
 2

02
0

The number of men that Magellan took to the Spice 
Islands was…

TWO HUNDRED

SEVENTY

Ferdinand Magellan was born in Portugal in 
1480.  He was born into nobility and became a 
page for the Queen.  He studied cartography, 
navigation and astrology.

Magellan became an expert navigator and 
worked his way up to becoming the commander 
of his own fleet.  In his twenties, he sailed to 
East Africa from Portugal. 

Magellan later traveled to India by sailing 
around Africa.  He believed that there may be 
another travel route by sailing west, around the 
Americas. 

The King of Portugal disagreed with 
Magellan’s theory.  Magellan decided to go to 
King Charles of Spain who agreed to pay for
Magellan’s expedition. 

In 1518, Magellan was chosen by the 
Spanish king to sail west, in search of a route to 
the Spice Islands.  Spices were in high demand 
and expensive.  Magellan knew the country that 
claimed the Spice Islands would be wealthy and 
powerful.  



Reading #2 questions
True or false: Circle the answer

3. Cape Horn is the southernmost point of South 

America.

True         False

4. Magellan was given command of nine ships. 

True         False

5. During the expedition south, the weather began to 

get cold.

True         False

Clue #2

In late 1519, Magellan set sail to find 

another route to Asia.  He was given command 

of five ships.  The ships were named the 

Trinidad, Concepcion, Victoria, Santiago, and 

the San Antonio. Magellan sailed on the 

Trinidad. 

Magellan was trying to find a passage that 

would allow him to cross South America without 

sailing around Cape Horn.  Cape Horn is the 

southernmost point of South America.

Magellan and his ships first sailed to the 

Canary Islands by crossing the Atlantic Ocean.  

They continued south towards Brazil.

During the expedition south, the weather 

began to get cold and the crew did not bring 

enough food.  

Some of the sailors tried to steal three of 

Magellan’s ships to get food.  Magellan fought 

back. Magellan regained control of his fleet and 

the voyage continued south.
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The Victoria ship returned to Spain…
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 265.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 299.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 10.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #3 Decoder #4

©Think Tank Too 2020

1 2 3 4 5

1 D B E A C

2 K G H I/
J

F

3 L P N O M

4 T R U Q S

5 Y Z X V W

Go First, then go


