
Alexander Graham Bel l was a scientist, 
engineer, and inventor from Scotland, born 
in 1847.  Bel l is most known for inventing 
the first telephone.  O thers, incl uding 
Antonio Meucci and E lisha Gray, were 

working wi th sound at the same time.  In 
fact, Gray and Bel l both fi led for patents 
on February 14, 1876.  Gray’s invention was 
a liquid transmi t ter.  However, Bel l was 

awarded the first patent for the 
telephone.  Thus, he is considered the

Where was Alexander Graham Bel l 
born?Cake Mix

© Think Tank

1 TBSP

1 TSP

½ CUP

1 CUP
Ireland

Scotland

Uni ted States

The ingredient ti tle incl udes a drink 
bu t i t’s not a liquid and is not pink.

Next Clue:

France
inventor of the 

telephone.  Days a fter 
his patent, Bel l’s 

telephone worked using 
simi lar components from 

Gray’s design.



Bel l was primari l y homeschooled.  
Because his mother was dea f, he and 
his father taught dea f people how to 

speak.  Eventual l y, he worked for various 
dea f school s and even studied the 
human voice.  Addi tional l y, Bel l was 

proficient at playing the piano when he 
was young.  He didn’t have Graham for a 
middle name unti l he was ten years old.  

At what age was the middle name 
‘Graham’ added?Baking soda
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Next Clue:
Baking Soda

The next ingredient rhymes wi th power. 
I t’s whi te and fl u ffy bu t is not sour.
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He requested the 
middle name to be 

like his brothers.  His 
wi fe, who was al so 

dea f, cal led him Alec, 
per his request. 



Thomas Watson
Thomas Watson was an electrical 

designer.  He and Bel l studied acoustic 
telegraphy.  At one point, Watson tried 
to reactivate a telephone transmi t ter.  
This action led Bel l to beli eve that he 
could transmi t voices over a wire.  On 
March 10, 1876 , Bel l created the first 

working telephone.  His first words via

Who did Bel l speak his first words 
to through the telephone?icing
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Next Clue:icing

This liquid ingredient rhymes wi th foi l, 
you use i t to bake bu t not to boi l.
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telephone were, “Mr. 
Watson, come here.  I 

want to see you.”  
Thomas Watson heard 

those words. 



O ther Important Acknowledgements
Bel l, along wi th some investors, 

created the Bel l Telephone Company in 
1877.  Today that company is known as 
AT&T.  By 1886 , there were over 150,000 
telephones in the Uni ted Sta tes.  Bel l 
al so began experimenting in aviation 
in the 1890s. He wanted to create an 

airplane that could take off from

When was the Bel l Telephone 
Company created?Spice
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Next Clue:
One more ingredient that’s in a shaker is 
the opposi te of pepper, used by a baker.

Spice
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water.  His hydrofoi l boat 
that ski pped over water
set a world water-speed 
record that lasted over a 

decade.
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