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The battle that started the Revolutionary 
War was the Battle of Lexington and Concord 
on April 19 , 1775. The British army wanted to 
capture rebel leaders Samuel Adams and John 
Hancock. Al though this was just a small fight, it 
was considered the fi rst battle. 

The British army was ordered to go to 
Lexington to capture the rebels and sei ze 
weapons in Concord. The colonists were 
warned by Paul Revere that the British army 
was on the way, giving time for Adams and 
Hancock to leave the area. When the British 
Army arrived, there were only about 80 
Americans ready to fight while there was a 
whole army of British soldiers. The British army 
was led by Major John Pitcairn and the 
American army was led by Captain John Parker. 
While they stood against each other, a shot was 
fi red, al though it is not clear whether it was 
the British or the Americans. This was the fi rst 
shot of the war and was called “shot heard 
around the world”. 
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Most of the colonists ran away from the 
fight in Lexington and a few were killed. 
Following this battle, the British went to 
Concord to sei ze the weapons and ammunition 
(bullets and gunpowder). The American militia 
retreated (withdrew) outside of Concord and 
watched as the British soldiers searched for 
the hidden weapons. As time passed, local 
soldiers joined the Americans until their 
number was large enough to attack the British. 

Some of the American militia were called 
minutemen because they were ready to fight 
with a minute's notice. When they went back 
into Concord, they defeated the British. The 
British commander could see their number was 
large, so he withdrew his army. As they went 
back to Boston, the Americans continued to 
join together and attack the British, causing 
them to lose more of their men. This winning 
battle gave the colonists the confidence they 
needed to keep fighting. 
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The Battle of Bunker Hill took place in 

June of 1775 in Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Most of the battle was actually fought on 
Breed’s Hill. The British mistakenly thought that 
Breed’s Hill was Bunker Hill.

The Massachusetts Congress found out 
that British commanders were making plans to 
capture Dorchester and Charlestown. The 
American colonists decided to build forti fied 
defenses on Bunker Hill. Commanded by 
General Prescott, American troops worked 
throughout the night building a wall six feet 
high called a redoubt.

On June 17, over 2 ,000 British troops 
marched to Breed’s Hill. As the British 
advanced, Colonel Prescott wanted to 
conserve the limited supply of ammunition. 
When the Redcoats got close enough the 
Americans fi red heavily, forcing the
British to retreat. The British attacked again 
forcing the Minutemen to eventually retreat. 
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Cornwallis sent out the...

The Battle of Yorktown…

American troops were told, "Don' t fi re until you see…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.Who led the American 
troops at Bunker Hill?

A. Adams
B. Greene
C. Prescott 
D. Howe

A. Pennsylvania
B. Massachusetts
C. New York
D. Maryland 

Where was the Battle 
of Bunker Hill?

9. 10.

11. 12.

Who led the British 
troops at Yorktown?

Where was the Battle of 
Yorktown?

A. Cornwallis
B. Howe
C. Arnold
D. Greene

A. Virginia
B. Maryland
C. Massachusetts
D. New York

A. Benton
B. Oswego
C. Paris
D. Versailles

A. 4 years
B. 7 years
C. 9 years
D. 10 years

The Treaty of ____ 
officially ended the 
Revolutionary War. 

How long did the 
Revolutionary War last?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

How long did the 
Battle of Yorktown 
last?

the whites of 
their eyes”

13415414311 1  412443343311
145531331415 11411554

What were British 
troops often called?
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