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Ancient India is also known as Indus Valley and Harappan 
Civili zation. Experts agree that ancient India had the largest ci vili zation 
of the four earliest ci vili zations. Ancient India began around 3300 BC 
in northern India and Pakistan. It was primarily an agricul tural society. 
Around this time, farms developed into cities. Trade between India and 
Mesopotamia had begun. By 2500 BC, ci vili zation peaked.

Much of ancient India is a mystery. Fi rst, this ci vili zation was only 
discovered in the 1920s. Second, the Indus scri pt (nati ve language) has 
400-600 symbols and is hard to translate. In addition, flat stone seals 
have been found in the Indus valley. These seals depict cattle, tigers, 
elephants, crocodiles, rhinoceros, and unicorns. Experts think that the 
Indus ci vili zation used the seals to mark property borders, record 
taxes, and more.

Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were popular cities around 2500 BC. 
Based on remains, archaeologists have discovered a lot about the 
Indian ci vili zation:
• Cities could hold up to 80,000 people.
• Main cities like Harappa and Mohenjo-Dara were buil t on higher 

ground to prevent flooding from the nearby Indus Ri ver.
• In low-lying areas, buildings and structures were buil t on plat forms.
These two signi ficant cities had public buildings and forts. There were 
also public bathhouses and storehouses for grain (granary). Historians 
found evidence of a 200-foot-long granary. Likewise, there was a 40 
feet long, 20 feet wide, and nearly 10 feet deep public pool. This Great 
Bath was one of ancient India's largest structures. This society did not 
create massive temples like ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.

Cities were laid out in a rectangular grid. There was even a 
courtyard among the mud-brick homes. Additionally, there was a city-
wide sewer system. As a resul t, most homes had running water and 
indoor plumbing. 
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Ancient India was one of the fi rst to cul ti vate cotton. They 
weaved cloth and used vegetable dyes to color the clothing. In 
addition to cotton, farmers farmed vegetables, fruits, and spices like 
melons, wheat, peas, barley, lentils, dates, grapes, and sesame seeds. 
They also raised domesticated animals, including cattle, pigs, goats, 
sheep, chickens, and perhaps elephants.

Hinduism and Buddhism were important religious beliefs for the 
Indus. Trade was also essential. Pottery, cotton cloth, and beads were 
traded locally. Traders also imported gold, sil ver, copper, lead, wood, 
and gemstones. When trading l ocally, they used wooden carts led by 
bulls. However, they traveled by ri ver and sea to trade with regions 
further away like China, Afghanistan, Persia, and Mesopotamia.

Ancient Indian ci vili zation made remarkable advancements.
• Sanskrit (one of the world’s oldest languages) was formed.
• Indus society determined the calculation of pi and established zero, 

decimals, systems of measurements, weights, and scales.
• Indians used herbs, plants, and fl owers as treatments for ailments. 

They per formed surgeries, too.
• Yoga became a way to align the mind, body, and soul.
• Art included murals, paintings, and sculptures with stone, wood, 

metal, and clay. Metalwork used copper, gold, and i ron.
• Ancient Indians invented chess.

Ancient India had a caste system, which is a ranking in society. 
There were Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas (kings, rulers, or warriors), 
Vaishyas (herders, merchants, craftsmen, landowners, skilled workers), 
Shudras (farmworkers, unskilled workers, servants), and Dalit 
("untouchables" or outcasts who did the di rtiest jobs like street 
cleaning and sanitation).

Indus society prospered until approximately 1900 BC. Then, by 
1500 BC, the Indus Valley Civili zation collapsed. Some think that Aryans 
attacked and invaded the valley. Others guess that a natural disaster 
like a fl ood, drought, earthquake, or climate change led to the decline.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What were priests 
known as?

What was used to align 
the mind, body, and soul?

They used wooden 
carts led by what 
animal?

What was the native 
language?

What game did ancient 
Indians invent?

What item was ancient 
India one of the fi rst to 
cul ti vate?

True  or  false
The ci vili zation was 
discovered in the 1920s.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

A storehouse for grain 
is called a Wheatary.

A.  Latin
B.  Mesopotanian
C.  Indus Script
D.  Mandarin

A.  Checkers
B.  Chess
C.  Backgammon
D.  None of the above

A.  Cotton
B.  Corn
C.  Tobacco
D.  Wheat

Ancient India began 
around 200 BC. 
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A.  Dalit
B.  Sanskrit
C.  Brahmins
D.  Sartorius

A.  Yoga
B.  Naps
C.  Herbs
D.  Travel

A. Zebra
B. Donkey
C. Camel
D. Bull

Cities were laid out in a 
rectangular grid. 

Outcasts who did the 
di rtiest jobs were 
known as Dalit.

Indus society determined 
the calculation of Pi.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Two popular cities were 
Mohenjo-Daro and Cairo.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Hinduism and Buddhism 
were important 
religious beliefs.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Great Parthenon was 
one of ancient India's 
largest structures.


