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Marco Polo was a merchant and explorer born in Venice, Italy 
around 1254.  Marco's father, Niccolo Polo, was a weal thy merchant.  
For most of his li fe, Marco Polo traveled throughout the Far East and 
China.

Venice was a city in Italy that became weal thy due to trade and 
commerce.  The city was on the western end of the Silk Road.  The 
Silk Road was a network of trade routes which connected China and 
Eastern Europe.  The Silk Road was 4 , 000 miles long and very few 
people made the long tri p.  A major export from China was a silk 
cloth and that is how the route got its name. 

A few months before Marco Polo was born his father and uncle 
traveled to China to set up a trading business.  At that time, China 
was known as Cathay.  After his mother died, Marco was raised by 
his aunt.  His father did not return to Venice until he was 15 years old.

During thei r fi rst tri p to China, Marco’s father and uncle met 
Kublai Khan, the Mongol Emperor.  The Mongol Empire covered hal f of 
the continent of Asia. 

Kublai Khan had asked the Polos to bring back scholars to teach 
him about European cul ture.  To ensure safe travels, the emperor 
awarded Marco with a golden tablet of safe conduct, which was an 
inscribed gold plaque.

When he was seventeen, Marco Polo traveled to Asia with his 
father and uncle.  The three traveled 15 , 000 miles across Persia, China, 
India and Japan.  They crossed the Caspian Sea and the Gobi Desert, 
finally arriving at Shang-Tu.  Shang-Tu was the summer home of 
Kublai Khan. 

Upon arrival, they gave gi fts to Kublai Khan.  They presented him 
with oil from Jerusalem and letters from the Pope.  Marco stayed in 
China, learned to speak the language and became a messenger and 
spy for Kublai Khan.  Marco studied the local cul ture.  He served in
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Kublai Khan's court for 17 years.
Marco Polo was fascinated by China’s i ron manu facturing, sal t 

production, power structure, paper money, porcelain bowls, animals, 
silk garments, tigers, postal system and canals.  Marco polo 
encountered numerous unknown animals on his journey.  He thought 
rhinoceroses were unicorns.

In 1295 , the Polos returned home because Kublai Khan was very 
ill.  Thei r last mission for the Khan was to escort the Mongolian 
princess to Persia.  They were worried about the events that might 
follow after the death of Kublai Khan.

They traveled home to find that thei r city of Venice was soon at 
war with Genoa.  Marco Polo joined the Venetian forces but was 
captured at the Battle of Curzola. 

While in prison, Marco told magni ficent stories to another inmate 
named Rustichello.  Rustichello wrote down every detail of Marco’s 
journeys in a book called The Travels of Marco Polo, also known as Il 
Milione.  Marco was imprisoned for one year.

The book, Il Milione, was published and included four volumes.  
Volume I was about Central and Western Asia.  The second volume 
described China.  The thi rd volume included information about India, 
Japan, Sri Lanka, and Africa.  Volume IV was about the wars of the 
Mongol Empire.

His book was translated into several di fferent languages and 
became very popular throughout Europe.  Even after his death, 
explorers like Christopher Columbus were inspi red to travel a fter 
reading his book. 

Some historians think that Polo’s book was made up of lies and 
imagination.  They view him as the world's greatest storyteller.  His 
stories never spoke about the Great Wall of China, drinking tea or 
calligraphy writing.  Was he telling the truth or was it all made up?



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What animal did he 
think rhinoceroses 
were?

What name did China used 
to be called?

How many years was 
Marco imprisoned for?

Who was the Mongol 
emperor?

Who did Marco Polo meet 
while in prison?

Marco Polo had a father 
with what fi rst name?

True  or  false
Marco Polo served in 
Khan’s court for 17 years.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Marco Polo was born 
in Russia.

A.  Khan Cao
B.  Kubble Khan
C.  Kublai Khan
D.  Cao Cao

A.  Tejano
B.  Rustichell o
C.  Cao Cao
D.  None of the above

A.  Normandi
B.  Nicholi
C.  Nathaniel
D.  Niccolo

Marco Polo was captured 
at the Battle of Cravoli.
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A.  Elephant
B.  Unicorn
C.  Hyena
D.  Wooly mammoth

A.  Cathay
B.  Santa Anna
C.  Khana
D.  Marcoville

A. 2
B. 1
C. 13
D. 6

Venice was on the 
western end of the Silk 
Road.

He helped escort the 
Mongolian princess to 
Persia.

The book, Il Milione, 
included eleven volumes. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The emperor awarded 
Marco with a golden 
tablet.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Silk Road was a 
network of worm 
tunnels.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Shang-Tu was the 
summer home of Kublai 
Khan. 


