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The Legislati ve Branch, also known as Congress, is Article I of the United 
States Constitution. The main job of the Legislati ve Branch is to make the laws. 
The people who make the laws are called Legislators. 

Congress is bicameral. This means that Congress is made up of two 
houses; the Senate and the House of Representatives. Members of Congress 
work in the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. 

An idea for a law, called a bill, must go through many steps called the 
Legislati ve Process. An idea for a bill can come from anyone but only a 
member of Congress may sponsor and introduce the bill to Congress. Each bill 
goes to a committee that speciali zes in that topic. For example, a bill about 
school hours would go to the education committee because they are experts 
in that area. 

The committee may accept, reject or change the bill. The bill must go 
through both the House and the Senate in identical form. Each house will hold 
debates about the proposed bill. After debating, the bill will be up for a vote. If 
a majority of Congress accepts the bill i t then gets sent to the president. The 
president can sign the bill into law or veto the bill. If the president vetoes a bill, 
Congress can try to override the veto.

There are a total of 100 Senators. Every state has two Senators. They are 
elected by the people to represent thei r state. A Senator serves a si x year
term. A Senator can run for re-election over and over because there are no 
limits on how many terms a Senator can serve. Senator John Dingell served in 
the Senate for fi fty eight years. 

Article I of the U.S. Constitution outlines the requi rements to be a 
Senator. A Senator must be at least 30 years old. They must be a U.S. citi zen 
for at least nine years and li ve in the state they represent. 

The Vice-President serves as President of the Senate and only votes in 
the event of a tie. When the Vice President is not there, the President Pro 
Tempore is the leader of the Senate. 

The Senate is considered the upper house because they have powers 
that the House of Representatives does not have. The Senate can approve 
presidential appointments such as Supreme Court Justices. The Senate also
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rati fies, or approves, treaties with foreign nations. Lastly, the Senate can select 
the Vice President i f the Electoral College does not reach a majority vote. 

The House of Representati ves is known as the lower house. There are 
435 members in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 
for each state is based on the population of the state. The more people that li ve 
in the state, the more representatives that state has. Every state has a 
minimum of one representati ve. 

Representati ves are elected to serve a two year term. There are no term 
limits, so a person can be elected over and over again. The leader of the House 
is called the Speaker of the House. All tax and spending bills start in the House 
of Representati ves. The House has the power to impeach high ranking 
government officials. To impeach means to accuse of a wrong-doing while in 
office. Most importantly, the House has the power to chose the president i f 
there is no majority winner in the Electoral College. 

To ensure a system of checks and balances, Congress has some non-
legislati ve (non-lawmaking) powers. 

Congress has the power to approve presidential appointments with a 
majority vote. 

Congress has the power to declare war and approve treaties created by 
the president. Congress can coin (print) money. It also has the power to collect 
(levy) and raise taxes. 

The post office was established by Congress with Benjamin Franklin 
being the fi rst postmaster general. 

Congress can make laws regarding naturali zation, or the process to 
become a U.S. citi zen. 

Congress can regulate commerce (business and trade). 
Lastly, the Constitution is a li ving document, which means it can be 

changed at any time. Congress has the power to propose new amendments to 
the Constitution. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

There are a total of how 
many Senators?

How many years is a 
term in the House of 
Representatives?

How many Senators 
does each state have?

How many houses is 
Congress made up of?

What is an idea for a  
law called?

What are people who 
make laws called?

True  or  false
The Senate can approve 
Supreme Court Justices.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Vice President 
serves as the President 
of the House of 
Representatives.

A.  One
B.  Two
C.  Three
D.  Four

A.  Bill
B.  Ted
C.  Rule
D.  None of the above

A.  Paci fists
B.  Police
C.  Legislators
D.  Legali zers

The main job of the 
Legislati ve Branch is to 
make the laws.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  200 
B.  50
C.  435
D.  100

A.  Two
B.  Six
C.  One
D.  Four

A.  4
B.  2
C.  9
D.  13

Members of Congress 
work in the U.S. Capitol 
Building.

A Senator serves a one 
year term.

Congress has the power 
to declare war.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

There are 345 members 
in the House of 
Representatives.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Senate is 
considered the lower 
house.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The post office was 
established by 
Congress.


