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The Senate, also known as the “upper 
house,” has 100 members with each state 
having two Senators. The House of 
Representati ves, also known as the “lower 
house,” has 435 members but the number of 
representati ves per state is based on 
population. The people who make the laws 
are called Legislators. 

There are di fferent election processes 
and quali fications for each house. Article I of 
the Constitution outlines the requirements to 
be a Senator. A Senator must be at least 30 
years old. They must be a U.S. citi zen for at 
least nine years and li ve in the state they 
represent. Article 1 also outlines the 
requirements to be a Representati ve. The 
person must be 25 years old. They must be a 
U.S. citi zen for the last seven years. They also 
must li ve in the state that they hope to 
represent.
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

The Legislative Branch helps make sure 
that the laws of the federal government are 
fair and just. An idea for a law, called a bill, 
must go through many steps called the 
Legislative Process. A bill must be brought to 
Congress and sponsored by either a Senator 
or a Representative. Then, the bill gets 
reviewed further and researched. The bill is 
debated by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. The majority of one house has to
vote for and approve the bill, then it goes to 
the other house for rati fication (approval). If 
both houses vote on the bill in identical form 
and it gets approved, then it goes to the 
President. The President can do two things 
with a bill. He/She can either sign it into law 
or veto (reject) it. If the President vetoes it, 
then it goes back to Congress. Congress, 
then, can override the veto with a necessary 
two-thirds vote. 
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While the main focus of the Legislative 
Branch is drafting and passing new 
legislation (laws), it also has non-legislative 
(non-lawmaking) powers. Congress can 
declare war on another country or 
territory. There are often long debates 
before Congress declares war. Congress 
also negotiates treaties with other 
countries, when it is needed. Congress has 
the task of creating a budget from which 
the government operates. This budget is 
proposed and reviewed each year in depth. 
Congress can levy (collect) taxes and 
makes sure those taxes are being spent in 
the way that they should be spent. 
Members of the Senate can approve 
various high-level positions such as a 
Supreme Court Justice and the members 
of the President’s Cabinet (a group of 
advisors to the President). 
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Representatives are redistributed every 10 years to account…

The next in line to be President after the Vice President is…

Permanent committees in Congress…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.Which of the following is 
NOT a power of 
Congress?

A. Declare war
B. Veto bills
C. Negotiate treaties
D. Levy taxes

A. Justices
B. Senators
C. Cabinet
D. Burgesses

What is the group of 
advisors to the President 
called? 

9. 10.

11. 12.

What is the term of a 
Representative?

What is the term of a 
Senator?

A. 2 years
B. 4 years
C. 6 years
D. Li fe

A. 2 years
B. 4 years
C. 6 years
D. Li fe

A. Young lad
B. New laws
C. Old man 
D. Upper house

A. Ohio
B. Pennsylvania
C. New York
D. Maryland

What does the word 
‘senator’ mean?

What state did Robert 
Morris represent in 
1788?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

Who becomes 
President after the 
Vice President?

ARE CALLED STANDING 
COMMITTEES

143231  54233141123124  4352

143231  3243345431

How many members 
did the very fi rst 
Congress have?
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