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Mount Rushmore: Mount Rushmore is a national landmark carved into 
the Black Hills of South Dakota. The monument shows George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevel t, and Abraham Lincoln. Construction 
lasted from 1927 to 1941 . Sometimes crews of 340-400 people were carving. 
They used dynamite to sculpt the faces. Jefferson’s face was redone and 
relocated to the left of Washington. 

Statue of Liberty: The Statue of Liberty stands on Liberty Island in 
New York Harbor. It was a gi ft from France for 100 years of friendship. 
Frederick Auguste Bartholdi designed and buil t the statue in France. He sent 
the torch and arm to the International Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. 
Then the head was sent to the 1878 Paris World’s Fai r. Sections of the statue 
were shipped in crates to America starting in 1885. In 1886, assembly took 
place in New York. The pedestal has 13 layers of granite representing the 13 
colonies. The crown has seven spikes to represent seven continents and 
seas. Shackles at her ankles signi fy breaking free, and the tablet in her hand 
says July 4 , 1776. 

The Grand Canyon: Northern Ari zona is home to the Grand Canyon. It 
has layers of pink, gold, and orange rock called strata. The Colorado Ri ver 
helped form the canyon over millions of years. The ri ver water washed over 
the rock, which weathered and eroded the landscape. The canyon is 277 
miles l ong, 18 miles across (at the widest part), and 6, 000 feet deep. It 
includes both desert and forest climates with temperatures ranging from 
120 ºF to -20ºF. Within these environments, there are elk, bison, desert 
bighorn sheep, and tassel-eared squi rrels. Native Americans have li ved near 
the Grand Canyon for over 12 ,000 years. It is considered one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Natural World.

Space Needle: The Space Needle in Seattle, Washington was buil t in 
1962. It is an observation tower created for the 1962 World’s Fai r. It was 
originally named “The Eye of the Cage.” The restaurant up top was called 
“Eye of the Needle.” It stands 605 tall with an ai rcraft warning beacon and 
lightning rods on top. For every ten mph of wind, the tower sways an inch. 
It is designed to withstand 200 mph wind speeds. It also expands an inch 
on warm days. Because it is so tall, the center of gravity is 5 feet high. The
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elevators take 43 seconds to travel from the ground to the top, when 
it’s not windy. 

The White House: The White House is also known as “President’s 
Palace,” the “President’s House,” and the “Executive Mansion.” It is l ocated in
Washington DC at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. Thomas Jefferson had a 
contest to select an architect to design the White House. James Hoban won 
$500 for his simple design. John Adams, however, was the fi rst President to 
li ve there. During the War of 1812 , the British set fi re to the White House. 
President Theodore Roosevel t named it the White House in 1901 . The fi rst 
President to expand the White House was Franklin D. Roosevel t. He added a 
kitchen and swimming pool. In 1948, they added on to the White House again, 
doubling its si ze. The White House has 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms, and 6 levels.

The Alamo: The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas was a home for 
missionaries in the 1700s. It transformed into a fort that Spanish soldiers 
called “The Alamo.” It was on 3 acres of land surrounded by a 9 to 12-foot 
adobe wall. Cannons sat on the walls and top of buildings. Inside there was 
a chapel, barracks, hospital room, courtyard, and horse corral. In 1836, Texan 
volunteers fought Mexican troops for independence. The Mexicans won. 
However, a few months later, Sam Houston rallied with the “Remember the 
Alamo” phrase.

The Empire State Building: The Empire State Building is a famous 
skyscraper in New York City. Some say that Walter Chrysler (Chrysler 
Building) and John Jakob Raskob had a competition. Each wanted to see who 
could build the tallest structure. Raskob and architect William Lamb won for 
the Empire State Building. It was buil t during the Great Depression and 
finished in 1931 . It took 410 days and 3400 workers to build it. The Art Deco 
building showcased geometric designs. It is one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Modern World.

Golden Gate Bridge: The Golden Gate Bridge was buil t to connect San 
Francisco, Cali fornia with Marin County. It is 8981 feet l ong, 90 feet wide, and 
746 feet high weighing 887,000 tons. The bridge is colored “international 
orange” to make it stand out. The suspension bridge had the l ongest span in 
the world at the time with 4200 feet. Towers at the ends hold two cables 
weighing 24 ,500 tons. The deck of the bridge is 250 feet above water. 
Construction took four years. Nowadays, over 120,000 cars cross the bridge 
daily. On windy days, the bridge can sway up to 28 feet. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

In what city is the 
Space Needle?

What is the name of the 
street the White House is 
on?

How many bathrooms 
does the White House 
have?

What year was Mount 
Rushmore completed?

What state is the Grand 
Canyon in?

In what state is the 
Statue of Liberty?

True  or  false
The Grand Canyon is 277 
miles long.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Statue of Liberty 
was a gi ft from 
Germany.

A.  1992
B.  1941
C.  1949
D.  1929

A.  Ari zona
B.  Cali fornia
C.  Utah
D.  None of the above

A.  New Jersey
B.  New York
C.  Connecticut
D.  Rhode Island

The Space Needle was 
originally called the "Eye 
of the Country".
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A.  Plymouth
B.  Las Vegas
C.  Los Angeles
D.  Seattle

A.  Pennsylvania Avenue
B.  Washington Boulevard
C.  Jefferson Street
D.  White House Road

A. 5
B. 80
C. 15
D. 35

John Adams was the 
fi rst president to li ve in 
the White House.

The Alamo is in New 
Mexico.

The Empire State Building 
was finished in 1931 .

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The Colorado River 
helped form the Grand 
Canyon.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Golden Gate Bridge 
is over one thousand 
feet high.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The crown of the Statue 
of Liberty has thi rteen 
spikes.


