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6. Over 500 of his patents failed or were 

______________________________________________.

7. __________________________ fever and ear 

infections gave Edison hearing difficulties. 

8. His most famous invention was improving the 

_____________________________ bulb. 

Reading #3 questions

Clue #3
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The number of inventions by Edison was…

Fill in the blankThomas Edison:  Thomas Edison, a famous 
businessman and inventor, was born in Milan, 
Ohio in 1847.  As a child, Thomas had a habit of 
taking things apart and trying to rebuild them.  
Growing up, Scarlet fever and ear infections 
gave Edison hearing difficulties.  As an adult, he 
was nearly deaf.  He did not let hearing loss 
stop him from reaching his goals.  Over 500 of 
his patents failed or were unsuccessful.   

Edison’s inventions include the telegraph, a 
stock ticker, the phonograph, alkaline batteries, 
motion picture camera and the kinetograph.  He 
sang "Mary had a little lamb" as the very first 
recorded voice on his phonograph (record 
player).  His most famous invention was 
improving the light bulb.  

He started General Electric, which is one 
of the largest corporations in the world.  Over 
the years, Thomas Edison earned United States 
patents for his inventions.  Many of his 
inventions still impact our lives today.



Reading #4 questions

Clue #4

9.   When did Fulton move to Paris?
A. 1765
B. 1786
C. 1797
D. 1807

10. Where was Fulton born?
A. Pennsylvania
B. Florida
C. Ohio
D. Georgia
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Fulton worked as an apprentice for a silversmith 
when...

32 31 55 41 54

52 42 52 14 31 31 33

Robert Fulton:  Robert Fulton was born on 
November 14, 1765 in Pennsylvania.  He is best 
known for developing the first passenger 
steamboat.  He did not invent the steamboat, 
the steamboat was invented by John Fitch.  
Fulton is credited with making steamboat travel 
profitable.  

In 1786, Robert moved to Europe and 
began to study science and mathematics.  He 
began to research canals and ships. While in 
Europe, he designed ways to raise and lower 
boats and designed bridges. 

In 1797, Fulton moved to Paris and 
designed a submarine called the Nautilus. 
Later, Fulton partnered with Robert Livingston 
to build a boat that was powered by a steam 
engine.  In 1807, the partners used the steam 
engine to build the North River Steamboat.  This 
steamboat was also known as the “Clermont.”  
The vessel was able to complete a one hundred 
and fifty mile trip in thirty two hours. The 
steamboat was a new method of transportation.  



Final code certificate

©Think Tank Too 2020

Th
is

 c
er

ti
fi

ca
te

 g
oe

s 
to

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

Fo
r 

do
in

g 
th

ei
r 

be
st

 
at

 s
ol

vi
ng

 p
uz

zl
es

 
a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

bo
x!The number found in 

Puzzle #1 MINUS 6.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 299.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 999.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4 MINUS 10.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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N=N Y=Y E=E

W=W S=s R=R

T=T A=A O=O

D=D L=L V=V

T


