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Women's su ffrage is the right of women to vote and to hold an elected 
office position. The word “su ffrage” means the right to vote. In the mid 1800’s, 
women started fighting for the right to vote. This movement was called 
Women’s Su ffrage. Prior to 1920, American women did not have the right to 
vote. 

Women involved in the political movement were called Su ffragettes, 
Sister Su ffragettes or Su ffragists. Fighting for equal rights for over thi rty 
years, Susan B. Anthony played a major role in gaining the right to vote. 

Gaining equal rights for women was a slow process. Leaders formed 
groups, held conventions and protested. The fi rst women’s rights convention 
was held in Seneca Falls, New York in 1848. Lucretia Mott and Eli zabeth Cady 
Stanton led the convention. The convention was a safe place to discuss the 
rights of women in education, employment, and politics. 

The outcome of the meeting was a document which stated that women 
should have equal rights to men, called Declaration of Sentiments. The opening 
passage was modeled after the Declaration of Independence. The document 
called for gender equality and a women’s right to vote. A total of 68 women 
and 32 men signed the document. 

In 1869 , Susan B. Anthony and Eli zabeth Cady Stanton formed the 
National Women's Su ffrage Association. Thei r goal was to get an amendment 
passed that would all ow women to vote. They wanted the right for women and 
people of any race to be included in the 15th Amendment. The 15th 
Amendment was passed in 1870 which all owed all men to vote, but not women. 

Susan B. Anthony and other women attempted to vote but some were 
arrested and charged a fine. It wasn’t until 1910 that states in the west began 
to include women in the right to vote. Many states still refused and for that 
reason more extreme women’s groups like the National Women’s Party were 
created. 

Susan B. Anthony was inspired to fight for women’s rights but was 
denied a chance to speak at a convention because she was a woman. In the 
work place, she noticed that she was making about one fourth of a man’s 
earnings for the same job. Anthony reali zed that no one would take women 
seriously unless they had the right to vote. 

The National Women’s Party wanted to draw attention to women’s
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su ffrage in a di fferent way. Through rebellion, they held hunger strikes in jail 
and protested in front of the White House. Some were arrested by police for 
obstructing traffic. In some cases, the members tied themselves to gates and 
carried signs. 

For over three decades, Susan B. Anthony appeared before Congress, 
asking them to pass an amendment for women's su ffrage. In 1905 , she met 
with President Theodore Roosevel t regarding women’s voting rights. 

In 1915 , over 25 , 000 women marched in New York City in support of 
voting rights for women. In 1917, officers for the National American Woman 
Su ffrage Association met with President Wilson. Wilson was in favor of 
women’s su ffrage at the state level but not at the national level. 

Many people, men and women, opposed women’s su ffrage. Some believed 
that women should take care of the home and children. Other Anti-Su ffragists 
believed that women did not have time to keep informed about politics and 
would just copy the vote of thei r husband. 

A few rebellious su ffragists demanded that President Wilson reverse his 
disapproval for a federal amendment. These aggressive women sometimes 
carried banners comparing the President to Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany. 
Since the U.S. had entered into World War I against Germany, it was quite an 
insul t to the president. When the war began, the campaign for women voting 
had slowed down. Women had been fighting for thei r rights for almost fi fty 
years at this point. 

In 1918, President Wilson changed his view and decided to support an 
amendment all owing women to vote. Due to World War I, women became 
involved in the war effort and the president fel t they deserved a say in 
government. 

Eli zabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony both died before the 19th 
Amendment was rati fied (approved). Neither one was ever granted the right to 
vote by Congress. To honor the dedication to women’s su ffrage, the U.S. 
Treasury Department put a picture of Susan B. Anthony on a one dollar coin. 

The 19th Amendment was fi rst introduced to Congress in 1878. Over time, 
36 states officially made women voting a part of their state constitutions. It 
took 52 years for the 19th Amendment to be rati fied. On August 26 , 1920 the 
19th Amendment was signed into law. 

Women voting has been an issue around the world for hundreds of 
years. New Zealand was one of the fi rst countries to all ow women to vote 
back in 1893. In Kuwait, women weren' t gi ven the right to vote until 2005.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What country gave 
women the right to vote 
in 1893?

What war was happening 
in 1918?

What year was the fi rst 
women's rights protest 
held?

What state was the fi rst 
women’s rights 
convention held in?

What country gave 
women the right to vote 
in 2005?

What year was the 15th 
Amendment passed?

True  or  false
25, 000 women marched 
in New York City in 1915.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Women created a 
document called the 
Declaration of 
Independence.

A.  Florida  
B.  Cali fornia
C.  New York
D.  Idaho

A.  Kuwait
B.  United States
C.  Italy
D.  None of the above

A.  1920
B.  1870
C.  1860
D.  1850

The 19th Amendment was 
signed into law in 1920.
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A. New Zealand 
B.  Iraq
C.  Brazil
D.  Mongolia

A.  Seven Years War
B.  Vietnam War
C.  World War II
D.  World War I

A.  1818
B.  1859
C.  1848
D.  1841

The word su ffrage 
means the right to su ffer.

The National Women‘s 
Party held hunger 
strikes.

Susan B. Anthony fought 
for women’s rights for 
over thi rty years.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Anthony played a major 
role in women gaining 
the right to vote.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15In 1917, women met 
with President 
Eisenhower.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Eli zabeth Cady Stanton 
led the fi rst women’s 
rights convention.


