
Landforms



The earth
called the mantle.

Landforms are natural 
features of the earth’s 
surface.

The Atacama is the largest 

Plateaus often have cliffs 
and steep rock faces 
nearby. 

A large group of islands is 
called an archipelago.

There are five types of 
mountains.



To create a ____, magma from 
the earth’s crust pushes 
upward.

What are large surfaces of 
land covered with sand and 
sand dunes called?

What are broken down 
rocks called?

The crust is broken into 
massive pieces called ____. 

What are the highest 
landforms on earth?

How many types of 
mountains are there?

Plateau





Plateaus are landforms that are ____ on 
top, kind of like a tabletop. To create a 

plateau, _______ from the earth’s crust 
pushes upward. A chunk of land rises, but 

the magma remains below the surface. 
Plateaus often have ______ and steep rock 

faces nearby. Small plateaus are called 
buttes, and medium-sized ones are 

______. Plains are flatlands. Coastal plains 
are flatlands near oceans and seas. Plains 

formed by rivers usually have very ______ 
soil and, therefore, good crops. Major cities 
are often situated on plains. Here there is 

room to develop housing, roads, and a city. 
Islands are _____ of land that are entirely 

surrounded by water. ______ rock 
(magma) beneath the earth’s crust churns. 
This causes the _________ plates to shift 

and sometimes collide. This can lead to 
volcanic eruptions, which can ultimately 

create an _______. 

island

tectonic

mesas

Molten

plots

fertile

flat

cliffs

magma



The earth’s surface Crust

Plots of land that are 
entirely surrounded by 
water

Capable of producing 
crops

Small plateaus

A large group of 
islands

Water, wind, ice, and living 
things like tree roots help 
break materials down
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How do landforms affect where 
people live and build their 
communities?

Describe the landforms near where 
you live.

How is sediment related to 
landforms?

How and why do landforms 
change over time?
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