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A citi zen is a legal member of a country.  Citi zens pledge thei r loyal ty to 
the U.S. government and in return the government protects their rights and 
freedoms. 

The basic rights of U.S. citi zens are listed in the fi rst ten amendments 
called the Bill of Rights.  The Bill of Rights is part of the U.S. Constitution which 
is the supreme law of the land.  Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Religion 
are examples of rights that apply equally to all U.S. citi zens.

U.S. citi zens can vote in elections, run for public office and work for the 
government.  There are only two ways to become a U.S. citi zen: either by law, 
or by bi rth.  Immigrants have helped to make the U.S. more di verse.  Di verse 
means composed of di fferent kinds of religions, races, cul tures, foods, 
traditions etc.  Immigrants are foreign born people who move permanently to 
a new country.

To become an American citi zen by law, immigrants have to go through a 
process called naturali zation.  More than hal f a million immigrants become 
citi zens through naturali zation every year. 

There are two immigration laws; Law of Soil and Law of Blood.  Law of 
Blood means that a person's nationality at bi rth is the same as that of his 
natural parents.  Law of Soil is when a child is born in the U.S. or on American 
soil, they are granted citi zenship.  One way to become a U.S. citi zen is by bi rth.

You are automatically considered a U.S. citi zen i f you were:
-Born in the United States
-Born in an American Territory like Guam or Puerto Rico
-Born on a U.S. military base overseas
-Born outside of the U.S. but your parents are U.S. citi zens
-Born in the United States to non-U.S. citi zens

The 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution states that “All persons born 
or naturali zed in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citi zens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside.”

In simpler terms, the 14th amendment of the United States Constitution 
defines citi zenship in 2 ways:

1) Anyone who is born in the United States
2) An immigrant who has completed the legal naturali zation process
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Immigrants must meet certain legal requirements for becoming a U.S. 
citi zen through "naturali zation."  People who immigrate to the country and 
then become citi zens are called "naturali zed" citi zens.  Naturali zation is a 
l ong, mul ti-step process.  In order to become a citi zen a person must fi rst 
legally li ve in the United States for fi ve years.  Immigrants can apply for a 
Green Card which gi ves them permanent resident status.

Immigrants must be at least 18 years old to apply for naturali zation.  
The person applying for citi zenship status must display good moral character.  
The FBI will do a background check to make sure they haven' t committed any 
major crimes.  The immigrant will be interviewed and asked personal 
questions about their job, home, family, and background.  To become citi zens, 
the person must also be able to read, write, and speak English.  They must 
pass a 100 question test about United States history and government.

If they meet the requirements, they can submit an application for 
citi zenship.  The application is sent to the United States Citi zenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) for processing.  The final step is to appear in 
court and take an Oath of Allegiance.  The Oath of Allegiance is a ceremony 
in which they pledge their l oyal ty to the U.S. and promise to obey the U.S. 
Constitution.

A person does not law fully have to become a U.S. citi zen to li ve and 
work in the United States.  Many foreign persons, also known as aliens, are 
law ful permanent residents.  The United States is made up of legal and 
illegal immigrants or aliens.

A legal alien is a non-citi zen who is legally permitted to li ve in the 
United States.  The government knows they are li ving in the U.S..  Legal aliens 
may not vote or hold government positions.  They also can not serve on a 
jury.  Legal aliens can receive government services such as using roads, 
police, fi re department and schools. 

Illegal aliens are non-citi zens who li ve in a country unlawfully or 
without the country's permission.  An illegal alien may be deported.  
Deportation is when the government sends them back to their home country.  
Once deported, an alien may l ose the right to return to the United States, 
even as a visitor.  Six states account for 59% of unauthori zed immigrants: 
Cali fornia, Texas, Fl orida, New York, New Jersey and Illinois.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What might the 
government do to an 
illegal alien?

What amendment defines 
citi zenship in two ways?

What document is 
considered the supreme 
law of the land?

How many amendments 
are in the Bill of Rights?

How old must one be to 
apply for naturali zation?

Immigrants have to go 
through a process called 
what?

True  or  false
The Bill of Rights is part 
of the U.S. Constitution.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

A legal alien can serve 
on a jury.

A. Ten 
B.  Twenty
C.  Four
D.  Twelve

A.  Sixteen
B.  Twenty one
C.  Ten
D.  None of the above

A.  Designation
B.  Orientation
C.  Immuni zation
D.  Naturali zation

There are 500 questions 
on the citi zenship test.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  Retort
B.  Distort
C.  Contort
D.  Deport

A.  12th
B.  13th
C.  14th
D.  15th

A. Last will and testament
B. Constitution
C. Preamble
D. Articles of Confederation

The 2 immigrant laws 
are Law of Soil and Law 
of Blood.

You can become a U.S. 
citi zen by law or by 
bi rth.

Immigrants can apply for 
a Gray Card. 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The person applying for 
citi zenship must display 
good moral character. 

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15A legal alien is a non-
citi zen permitted to li ve 
in the U.S.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The final step is to 
appear in court and 
take an Oath of 
Obedience. 


