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Did you know?

What are cumulonimbus clouds?
A. Tall thunderstorm clouds

B. Bursts of cold air
C. Condensation

D. Grey rain clouds
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• Tornadoes occur inside giant thunderstorms known as “supercells.”  These 
powerful storms form when warm, moist air along the ground rushes up to merge 

with cooler, drier air.  
• It takes more than just a thunderstorm and some clouds to cause a tornado. 
• First, a large thunderstorm occurs in a cumulonimbus cloud.  Cumulonimbus 
clouds are very tall thunderstorm clouds.  Next, a shift in wind direction and wind 
speed will occur causing swirls of air.  The swirling air begins to funnel and pulls 

up warm air from the ground.  As the rising air cools, the moisture it carries 
forms a massive thundercloud.  Most tornadoes only travel a few miles before 

ending.  
• Most tornadoes average 250 feet in width and do not reach more than 110 miles 

per hour.  The most dangerous tornadoes can reach speeds of over 300 miles per 
hour.  Massive tornadoes can be more than two miles wide.  The winds from a 

massive tornado can tear roofs off of buildings, knock down trees, and even toss 
cars into the air.  A 1931 Mississippi tornado was so strong that it lifted a train 

weighing 83 tons and it landed 80 feet away from the track.

Extreme tornadoes…

Tornadoes may appear different colors depending on the local environment.
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What is the most common tornado?
A. EF-0
B. EF-1
C. EF-2
D. EF-3
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Did you know?
The fastest winds on Earth occur inside tornadoes.

• To measure the wind speed and damage caused by a tornado, scientists use 
the Fujita scale.  

• The Fujita scale, or Enhanced Fujita Scale, classifies tornadoes according to 
the damage they cause on a scale of 0-5. 

• The Fujita scale was replaced with the Enhanced Fujita scale (EF-Scale) in 
the United States in February 2007.

• An EF-0 tornado is a weak tornado with winds around 75 miles per hour. 
• Most tornadoes are classified as EF-1.  An EF-1 tornado has winds of about 

73 to 112 miles per hour and can cause moderate damage.
• Only about 1 percent of tornadoes are classified as EF-5, causing “incredible 

damage.”  
• With winds that exceed 261 miles per hour, EF-5 tornadoes cause severe 

damage.  EF-5 is the highest level on the Fujita Scale.

In 1971, the original…
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4 Digit Code
_________

_________

_________
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First number of code :
The number of tornadoes reported every year MINUS 891.

Second number of code :
The number of levels on the original/first Fujita Scale MINUS 11.

Third number of code :
What number is represented by  “ . . . - - ” ?

Last number of code :
What number is the letter “P” in clue #1?

1. Most tornadoes form from _______?
A. Tectonic plate movement
B. Tsunamis
C. Thunderstorms
D.  Explosions

4. What is the width of most 
tornadoes?

A. 100 feet
B. 250 feet
C. 500 feet
D. 750 feet

2. What measures the intensity of a 
tornado?

A. Fujita Scale
B. Richter Scale
C. Moment Magnitude Scale
D. Ferro Scale

5.   What is a tornado called that 
forms over warm water?
A. Waternado
B. Water spout
C. Gustnado
D. Multiple vortex

3. What percent of tornadoes are 
classified as EF-5?

A. 0%
B. 1%
C. 3%
D. 5%

6. Which of the following states is 
not in tornado alley?

A. Texas
B. Kansas
C. Florida
D.   Oklahoma
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A = N = 18

B = O = 

C = P =

D = Q =

E = R = 

F = S = 

G = T = 12

H = 17 U = 11

I = 4 V = 7

J = W = 

K = X = 

L = Y = 20

M =  Z =
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