
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Laws are important in the United States because they are meant 

to keep order and protect people. The process of creating a law is 

designed in a way that no one person, or branch, can become too 

power ful. The legislati ve process helps to maintain the systems of 

checks and balances. The law-making ability belongs to the Legislati ve 

Branch (also known as Congress) and is outlined in Article I of the U.S. 

Constitution. Congress is bicameral which means that it is composed of 

two houses or chambers: the Senate and the House of Representati ves.

The fi rst step in creating a new law is an idea. Ideas can come 

from citi zens, Congress, or even the President. When the idea is 

solidi fied, it is written down with the details organi zed and explained. 

This is when the new law transitions from being an idea to what is 

called a bill. 

The bill must go through many steps before it can become a law. A 

member of Congress, also known as a legislator, must agree to sponsor 

the bill. A sponsor can come from either house. The person who 

sponsors the bill typically has a special interest in the new law. The bill 

is then placed in a box called a hopper, gi ven a bill number, and formally 

recorded. Next, the bill is introduced to Congress. It can be introduced 

in either the Senate (100 members) or the House of Representati ves 

(435 members). Afterwards, the bill goes to a committee. The bill would 

be assigned to a committee that is familiar with what the new bill is 

proposing (suggesting). For example, i f the new bill involves roads, then 

it would go to the Transportation Committee.

If the bill starts in the House, the Representati ves will discuss the 

bill and propose amendments (changes or additions) to the bill. 

Representati ves may vote in one of three ways. The type of vote 

How a bill  becomes a law
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Name:



The President has 
___ days to sign a 
bill into law. 
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21

14

10

5

The President is 
head of the ___ 
Branch.

Congress may form a 
___ committee which 
includes members 
from both houses.

What is a Viva 
Voce? 

Executive

Voice vote

Legislative

Judicial

Supreme

Standing vote

Electronic vote

Minority vote Clarity

Conference

Dual

Hopper



Congress is 
composed of ___ 
houses or chambers. 
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Who can override a 
presidential veto?

The bill is placed in a 
box called a ___, given 
a bill number, and 
formally recorded. 

Member of 
Congress are also 
known as ___.

5

4

3

2

Sponsors

Vice President

Parliament

Congress

Justices

Legislators

Democrats

Republicans

Clerk

Hopper

Ballot

Pocket3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations



Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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