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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
Herodotus is considered the father of history.

T    F

T    F
Athens chose Poseidon to protect the city.

T    F

T    F
Athens is the capital city of Sparta.

T    F

T    F
In Agora was the Mint, where they made coins.

T    F

T    F
The two main cities in ancient Greece were 

Athens and Sparta.
T    F

T    F
Greeks built a Parthenon in the center of Athens 

for Athena.
T    F

T    F
Poseidon cursed Athens to have an oxygen 

shortage.
T    F

T    F
Athena used her spear to plant an olive branch.

T    F

T    F
Some buildings from 1200 BC are still standing 

today.
T    F

Athens Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

The Greeks often ate dinner while lying 
down on their sides.



Q
ue

st
io

ns
Te

xt
A

ns
w

er
 A

A
ns

w
er

 
B

#
1

#
2

#
3

#
4

#
5

#
6

W
ha

t 
se

a 
di

d 
A

th
en

s 
ha

ve
 a

 p
or

t 
on

?
Fi

nd
 p

ro
of

 i
n 

th
e 

re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

U
N

D
ER

LI
N

E
it

 in
 B

LU
E

C
as

pi
an

O
R

A
N

G
E

A
eg

ea
n

R
ED

W
ha

t 
w

as
 t

he
 f

or
t 

in
 A

th
en

s 
ca

lle
d?

W
ho

 is
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
th

e 
fa

th
er

 o
f 

ph
ilo

so
ph

y?

W
ho

 w
as

 A
ri

st
ot

le
 a

 s
tu

de
nt

 o
f?

W
ha

t 
di

d 
P

os
ei

do
n 

us
e 

to
 c

re
at

e 
a 

fo
un

ta
in

?

W
ha

t 
is

 a
 s

m
al

l h
ar

p 
al

so
 k

no
w

n 
as

?

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
20

A
ns

w
er

 t
he

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 b

el
ow

. T
he

n 
on

 t
he

 c
ol

or
in

g 
pa

ge
, c

ol
or

 e
ac

h 
nu

m
be

re
d 

se
ct

io
n 

w
it

h 
th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

co
lo

r.
If

 t
he

re
 is

 a
ny

 s
pa

ce
 le

ft
 o

ve
r,

 c
ol

or
 it

 y
ou

r 
ch

oi
ce

!  
Fo

llo
w

 t
he

 d
ir

ec
ti

on
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 t
o 

ci
te

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

.

N
am

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
A
th
e
n
s

Te
xt

 E
vi

de
nc

e
A

ns
w

er
 

A

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 G
R

EE
N

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 R

ED

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 Y

EL
LO

W

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 O
R

A
N

G
E

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
U

N
D

ER
LI

N
E

it
 in

 P
U

R
P

LE

A
cr

op
ol

is
P

U
R

P
LE

 S
T

R
IP

ES
M

et
ro

po
lis

B
LU

E 
ST

R
IP

ES

So
cr

at
es

Y
EL

LO
W

P
la

to
O

R
A

N
G

E

P
os

ei
do

n
R

ED
 

P
la

to
O

R
A

N
G

E

T
ri

de
nt

B
LU

E
T

hu
nd

er
B

R
O

W
N

Sk
el

e
O

R
A

N
G

E
ST

R
IP

ES

Ly
re

G
R

EE
N

 
ST

R
IP

ES



Athens

© Think Tank

Athens, the capital of Greece, is the oldest capital in Europe. It is also 
one of the oldest cities in the world. The fi rst settlement in Athens happened 
between the 7th and 1 1th centuries BC. It became a respected and influential 
city in the ancient world. Some buildings from 1200 BC are still standing today.

Ancient Greece was ruled by two main cities - Sparta and Athens. Athens 
had a busy port on the Aegean Sea. As a resul t, it was the prime location for 
business, trade, and transportation in Greece. Athens was founded when King 
Theseus united the region of Attica.

Athens, the largest and most important city of Greece, was part of the 
Central Greece regions known as Roúmeli, "the land of the Rūm (Romans)." It 
remains the most populated region in Greece.

Mythology may have a background in Athens. It seems that the Greek 
gods Athena and Poseidon had a competition to see who would protect Athens. 
Fi rst, Poseidon banged the earth with his trident and created a fountain. Water 
came, however, it was sal ty. Next, Athena slammed her spear into the ground 
and planted an oli ve branch. An oli ve tree symboli zing peace and prosperity 
would grow there. Athens chose Athena to protect the city. Poseidon was 
unhappy, so he cursed the city of Athens so it would always have a water 
shortage.

Athens was named after Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, war, and 
ci vili zation. Note that some scholars think that Athena got her name from 
Athens, not the other way around.

On top of a hill in Athens stood an ancient fort called Acropolis. At fi rst, 
Acropolis was buil t as a fortress to protect from war. As time passed, 
Athenians added temples, buildings, and even entertainment to Acropolis. 
Finally, to honor Athena, Greeks buil t a Parthenon for her in the center of the 
Acropolis. They believed Athena watched over the city and its people.

The land in Athens was not suitable for crops. The Greeks relied on trade 
because it was on the Aegean Sea.

Athens is the bi rthplace of democracy, even though many Greek city-
states had kings or councils. Cleisthenes introduced demokratia, "rule by the 
people." Pericles, the leader of Athens between 461 to 429 BC, helped celebrate 
arts and literature while creating a government that included:
• Ekklesia - a group that wrote laws


