
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



The Persian Empire, also known as the Achaemenid Empire, was one 

of the greatest empires in ancient history. It was located in the Middle East, 

mostly in the country known today as Iran. It was a very large and 

power ful empire that ruled for over 200 years and stretched from the 

Balkan Peninsula in Europe to India’s Indus Valley.

The first recorded dynasty in Ancient Persia was the Median Dynasty, 

founded by Deioces. Persians called their kings ‘Shahanshah’ or ‘Shah,’ 

which meant King of Kings. The Achaemenid Empire followed the Median 

Empire. Artaxerxes II was the longest reigning Persian King who ruled for 

45 years.

Cyrus II became the king of Persia in 550 BC when he revol ted 

against King Astyages of Media. He was a power ful king who conquered 

many lands and became known as Cyrus the Great. He conquered the 

Lydian Empire in 540 BC and the Neo Babylonian Empire in 539 BC. He was 

known to be fair to those he conquered and allowed them to maintain their 

cul ture (way of li fe) i f they worked and paid taxes. Persian religion was 

Zoroastrianism, which was the belief in one god named Zoroaster. Most 

other civili zations during this time worshipped hundreds of gods. Fire is 

the symbol of Zoroastrianism and places of worship were called fire 

temples. King Cyrus II, however, did not force the Persian religion onto the 

people he conquered.

After Cyrus the Great’s reign came the rule of his son Cambyses II. 

King Cambyses II conquered Egypt’s ancient capital of Memphis in 525 B.C. 

The king that brought Persia to its greatest power was the fourth king, King 

Darius the Great. He dominated the surrounding lands and divided the 

Persian Empire into 20 territories or provinces called satrapies. Each one 

had a governor called a satrap who ruled over the territory. The satraps 

enforced the king’s laws and taxes. The empire was governed from four 

capital cities. Darius uni fied the empire by introducing currency (money)

Persian Empire
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Name:



Who was defeated 
at the Battle of 
Marathon?
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Cyrus

Cambyses

Darius

Xerxes

What was the 
ceremonial capital of 
the Achaemenid 
Empire?

What word meant 
King of Kings?

The Persian Empire 
was mostly in the 
country known today 
as ____. 

Persepolis

Iran

Megalopolis

Acropolis

Metropolis

India

China

Russia Emperor

Shah

Satrap

Senator



What were the 
governors of each 
province called?
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Who did not force the 
Persian religion onto 
the people he 
conquered?

Who was the son of 
King Darius?

What was the 
symbol of 
Zoroastrianism? 

Satrapies

Senators

Shah

Satraps

Henry IV

Darius

Xerxes

Cyrus II

Rain

Fire

Wind

Earth

Deioces

Xerxes

Cyrus

Alexander3

3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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