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Judges of the Supreme Court are called 
justices. There are usually nine justices but 
there have been as few as six. The head of the 
justices is called the Chief Justice. The 
remaining eight justices are called Associate 
Justices. Since the 1800’s, the justices have 
worn long black robes as a tradition. These 
justices are appointed (chosen) by the 
President. However, the Senate must also 
approve them as well. This process is called 
Senate Confirmation. 

Justices serve in the Supreme Court until 
reti rement, impeachment, or death. There is 
no term limit for this position, like there are in 
other government positions. A li fe term allows 
justices to not worry about ‘popularity’ and 
therefore base their court decisions on the 
law, not winning an election. There are no age 
requirements, no education requirements, no 
experience requirements, and no citi zenship 
requirements to become a justice.
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

Mostly, the Supreme Court deals with 
cases that have been appealed (request a 
review) in lower courts. An appeal is made i f 
someone believes the judge made a mistake. 
Not all appeals will make it to the Supreme 
Court, though. Cases must fi rst be decided by 
a federal District Court, a federal Appeals 
Court, or a state supreme court. In fact, the 
justices vote on which cases will and will not 
make it. Four out of nine justices must agree 
to hear a case. 

When the justices agree to hear a case, 
lawyers for both sides get a chance to speak. 
Justices may ask questions, but there are no 
witnesses, and no jury.

Some cases go directly to the Supreme 
Court, but this is rare. Most of these cases 
involve a case against two di fferent types of 
government in the United States. For example, 
one state may have a court case against 
another state for water or river rights. 
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After the justices have heard the case, 
they will deliberate in private and give an 
opinion on the case. A majority opinion 
reflects the views of more than fi fty percent 
of the justices. When a justice disagrees 
with the decision of the majority, a dissenting 
opinion is given. 

The Supreme Court makes sure that 
laws follow the principles and guidelines 
outlined in the Constitution. The Supreme 
Court can claim a law is unconstitutional and 
overturn it. It can also overturn a previous 
decision that was made. This happened during 
the Civil Rights Movement. In 1896, the 
Supreme Court allowed segregation in public 
places, including schools, in the Plessy v. 
Ferguson case. In 1954 , however, the 
Supreme Court overturned their earlier 
decision by making it illegal to segregate 
schools in the Brown v. Board of Education 
case. 

Decoder 



7.

Justices are seated…

Supreme Court hearings…

Chief Justice John Marshall was on…
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R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.When was Brown v. Board 
of Education?

A. 1896
B. 1921
C. 1948
D. 1954

A. Majority opinion  
B. Nulli fied opinion 
C. Dissenting opinion 
D. Chief opinion  

When a justice disagrees 
with the majority, a ___ 
is given.

9. 10.

11. 12.

What month do the 
annual court sessions 
begin?

The Supreme Court was 
first founded in ___ as 
the Nation’s Court. 

A. July
B. October
C. January
D. May

A. 1789
B. 1791
C. 1796
D. 1803

A. 1st
B. 5th
C. 6th
D. 8th

A. Jury summons
B. Senate confi rmation
C. Judicial review 
D. Voir di re

Which amendment was 
Tinker v. Des Moines 
about?

___ is the power of a 
court to decide whether 
a law is constitutional.

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

Who was the fi rst 
woman to serve as 
justice?

The five hundred 
dollar bill

412431 3331453124

14311331454254311 1

Who was on the 
$500 bill?
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