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The Aztecs were known as the Mexica. They were an empi re in central 
Mexico when Spanish conquistadors arri ved in America. The Aztec ci vili zation 
was a power ful society that dominated central Mexico from 1428 to 1521 . 

Aztec refers to the people of Tenochtitlan. Tenochtitlan was an island-city 
located in Lake Texcoco. The capital city of Tenochtitlan was found in 1325. The 
location of the capital was picked by priests because they saw an eag le 
holding a snake while standing on a cactus. They viewed this as a sign to settle. 

The fi rst ruler of the Aztecs was Acamapichtli from 1376 to 1396. The 
Aztecs called their ruler the Tlatoani which means "speaker". Aztecs believed 
their rulers were appointed by the gods and held the di vine right to rule the 
land. 

In 1428, the Aztec Empi re formed a tri ple alliance between the Aztecs, 
Texcocans and Tacubans. Aztecs used the Nahuatl language, some is still 
spoken in parts of Mexico today. 

Montezuma I, a popular ruler, ruled from 1440 to 1469 and greatly 
expanded the Aztec Empire. The Aztecs were an elite militaristic empire 
centered in Central Mexico.

The highly advanced Aztec society included farmers and craftsman that 
excelled in trade and commerce. The Aztec loved art, poetry and music. The 
common people, or middle class, of the Aztec society were called the 
macehual tin. There were many di fferent social classes. A common way to 
advance to the next highest social class was through priesthood or the military. 

Items were bought and sold with cacao beans and a cotton cloth called 
quachtli. The Aztec diet was mostly mai ze which is similar to corn. The mai ze 
was used to make tortillas. Other foods included beans, fish, squash, insects, 
honey and snakes. The word chocolate comes from the Aztec word "chocolatl." 

Aztecs played a game called tlachtli. The players knocked a rubber ball 
back and forth on a stone court. The losers of the game were often killed. The 
Aztec cul ture believed in practicing human sacri fice. 

The Aztecs believed the blood from human sacri fices would help the sun 
rise each day. They per formed thousands of human sacri fices. The priests had 
to ensure the gods were gi ven the human sacri fices. They per formed 
ceremonies in the temples. Priests went through long, extensive training. 
Priests were power ful in the Aztec society. 

The largest Aztec festi val was called Xiuhmolpilli, or new fi re.
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The Aztecs worshipped many di fferent gods. Each god represented a part 
of the natural world. Aztec religion was centered around the sun. The Aztecs 
were known as "People of the Sun". Huitzilopochtli was the god of the sun and 
war. 

Quetzalcoatl was the god of the sky. Quetzalcoatl means "feathered 
serpent" and was usually drawn as a flying serpent, like a dragon. Tlaloc was 
the god of rain and water. 

The Aztecs believed the gods sacri ficed themselves to create the 
universe. In order to repay the gods, the Aztecs had to offer human li ves. Most 
human sacri fice victims were prisoners captured from war. 

The Templo Mayor, or Great Temple, was buil t to honor Huitzilopochtli and 
Tlaloc. Both gods had a shrine at the top of the pyramid. The name 
Huitzil opochtli means "left-handed hummingbi rd.” He was often shown with 
feathers and holding a royal wand made from a snake. 

Tonatiuh was the Aztec sun god. He provided warmth to the people and 
was also the patron of warriors. Xochiquetzal was the goddess of beauty, arts 
and crafts. Her name means ‘The Precious Feather Flower.’ 

In 1519 , a Spanish explorer named Hernán Cortés arri ved in Mexico. He 
had 1 1 shi ps and 500 men. He sunk his own fleet of shi ps so his soldiers could 
not leave him. The Aztec ruler at the time was Montezuma II. 

During the time of Montezuma II, the Aztecs saw eight bad omens. They 
believed something bad was eventually going to happen. Some of the omens 
included a fi re in the sky, a lightning bol t strike, a boiling lake, the sound of a 
woman crying and a two headed man. 

At fi rst, Montezuma II welcomed Cortés, believing he was possibly a god 
in human form. Montezuma II sent gi fts of gold and chocolate to welcome 
Cortés and the Spanish. Montezuma II believed that Cortés might be the Aztec 
god Quetzalcoatl. Aztecs believed that Quetzalcoatl would come to Earth in 
human form. Hernan Cortés arri ved on the celebration of Quetzalcoatl's 
bi rthday. 

Cortés formed several alliances with local tribes who were enemies of 
the Aztec. In 1521 , they were able to destroy the Aztec Empire. Al though the 
Spanish eventually conquered the Aztec Empire, diseases from Europeans 
wiped them out completely. 



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

How many men arrived 
with Hernán Cortés?

How many bad omens did 
the Aztecs see with 
Montezuma II?

What year was the 
Aztec Empire 
destroyed?

What country were the 
Aztecs located in?

What year did Hernán 
Cortés  arrive in Mexico?

What year was the city 
of Tenochtitlan founded?

True  or  false
The Great Temple was 
also called Templo Mayor.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Colal t was the god of 
rain and water.

A.  Mexico
B.  Spain
C.  Egypt
D.  Sudan

A.  1501
B.  1519
C.  1523
D.  None of the above

A.  1523
B.  1345
C.  1519
D.  1325

Aztecs believed their 
rulers were appointed by 
the gods.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  700 
B.  200
C.  500
D.  2000

A.  Three
B.  Eight
C.  Thirteen
D.  Two

A. 2012
B. 1325
C. 1521
D. 1333

Aztecs played a game 
called Tlachtli.

Tenochtitlan was an 
island-city l ocated in 
Lake Chocolatl. 

The macehual tin were 
considered the upper 
class.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

The name Huitzilopochtli 
means "left-handed 
hummingbird.” 

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15The Aztecs were 
known as "People of 
the Sun". 

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Quetzalcoatl was the 
god of the revenge. 


