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Reading #2 questions

Clue #2

Many believed there was a way to get 

around the Cape of Good Hope to get to India.  

Others believed that the Indian Ocean and the 

Atlantic Ocean did not connect.  The Cape of 

Good Hope is located at the southernmost point 

in Africa.

In 1497, Vasco da Gama set sail to find a 

sea route to India.  He was given a fleet of ships 

by the Portuguese king and told to find a trade 

route that goes around Africa. 

Vasco da Gama’s expedition successfully 

rounded the tip of Africa in November.  Da 

Gama's crew named the South African coast 

“Natal,” which means "Christmas“ in 

Portuguese.  As they headed north along the 

coast of Africa, they stopped at ports along the 

way.  In 1498, Vasco da Gama arrived in 

Mozambique where he ended up staying for a 

few weeks.  Later, the expedition continued up 

the coast to Malindi (present day Kenya).  

True or false: Circle the answer.
3. Many believed there was a way to get 

around the Cape of Good Hope.

True         False

4. Malindi is present day Kenya. 

True         False

5. In 1497, Vasco da Gama set sail to find a 

sea route to Puerto Rico. 

True         False
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Vasco da Gama’s fleet…
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Reading #3 questions

Clue #3

At the Malindi port in Africa, da Gama’s 
crew met with a local navigator who helped 
them map out the remainder of their journey. 

Within a month, Vasco’s crew arrived in 
Calicut, India.  Wind from a monsoon helped 
the ship get across the Indian Ocean. He 
reached India on May 20, 1498. 

In India, Vasco realized he had very few 
items of value to trade.  The voyage home was 
full of horrible experiences.  Crew members 
died from scurvy and the trip took much longer 
than expected.  Due to the loss of crew 
members, Vasco da Gama had to redistribute 
the crew between just two of the four ships.  
On March 20 1499, they passed the Cape of 
Good Hope again and continued sailing towards 
Cape Verde.

When Vasco finally returned home, he was 
honored as a hero for finding a trade route to 
India.  King Manuel I rewarded Vasco da Gama 
with a lot of money.  He also made Vasco the 
Admiral of the Seas of India, Persia and Arabia.

Fill in the blank

6. He reached _____________________ on May 20, 
1498. 

7. In India, Vasco realized he had very few 

items of value to ________________________.

8. When Vasco finally returned home, he was 

honored as a __________________________.
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The amount of his crew that died of scurvy…
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Puzzle #1.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 49.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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A=A I=I E=E

D=D S=s H=H

V=V R=R N=N

C=C L=L

T


