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Albert Einstein was born in 1879 in Ulm, Germany.  He was a scientist 
and inventor. Einstein came up with some of the most important discoveries 
of science.  Some consider him to be one of the smartest in the world. He 
immigrated to the United States in 1933, fleeing from Adol f Hitler in Germany.  
At 15 , his father’s business failed which forced the family to move to Milan.

Einstein failed his college entrance exam the fi rst time but had the 
courage to continue working towards his goals.  He was persistent and 
motivated.  His wi fe Elsa said he locked himsel f in a room upstairs for two 
weeks while he worked on his famous equation.

He is best known for his Theory of Relativity and E=MC2.  His formula 
explained the relationship between energy (E) and mass (M).  The theory 
paved the way for nuclear energy inventions.

Einstein has won numerous awards, including the Nobel Pri ze.  In 1921 , 
he won the Nobel Pri ze in Physics for his discovery of the law of the 
photoelectric effect.

Einstein is known for saying “Anyone who has never made a mistake 
has never tried anything new.”

Walt Disney, known for his movies and theme parks, was born in Illinois 
in 1901 . At a young age, he began drawing and selling his works to neighbors 
to earn money. Wal t attended McKinley High School in Chicago where he 
studied photography and art.  He later became a newspaper cartoonist.

Disney started making commercials for the Film Ad Company and later 
opened his own business with his friend, Fred Harman.  Together, they 
created a cartoon called Laugh-O-Grams.  Unfortunately, Wal t announced the 
studio’s bankruptcy in 1923.

Disney created the character and voice of Mickey Mouse.  The fi rst 
animated, silent film featuring Mickey was a flop and failed to find distribution.  
Disney didn’t let that stop him from finding success.

When sound was made available, Disney made a short film called 
Steamboat Willie.  The cartoon was an instant success and boosted his 
career. 

In the early 1950’s, Wal t had an idea to create a theme park called 
Disneyland with rides based on his movies.  Today, the park is one of the
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most popular vacation destinations in the world.  Disneyland cost $17 million 
dollars to build and opened in 1955.  He believed that it was “kind of fun to do 
the impossible.”

Thomas Edison, a famous businessman and inventor, was born in Milan, 
Ohio in 1847.  As an adul t he was nearly deaf.  Scarlet fever and ear 
infections gave Edison hearing di fficul ties as a child.  He did not let hearing 
l oss stop him from reaching his goals.

Edison’s inventions include the telegraph, a stock ticker, the 
phonograph, alkaline batteries and the kinetograph.  His most famous 
invention was improving the light bulb. 

Edison sang "Mary had a little lamb" as the very fi rst recorded voice on 
his phonograph.  Surprisingly, over fi ve hundred of his patents failed or were 
unsuccessful. He started General Electric, which is one of the largest 
corporations in the world.

Edison said “Many of li fe’s fail ures are people who did not reali ze how 
close they were to success when they gave up.” In 1928, Edison was 
awarded the Congressional gold medal for all of his inventions. After his 
death, Edison was inducted into the New Jersey Hall of Fame.

Martin Luther King Jr., a civil rights leader, was born in Atlanta, Georgia 
in 1929. 

King was so smart that he skipped 9th grade and 12th grade.  He 
entered Morehouse College at the age of fi fteen.  He later married Coretta 
Scott and had four children.

King spent his li fe fighting for equality for people of all skin colors.  
When Rosa Parks was arrested for not giving up her seat on a bus, King was 
chosen to lead a citywide bus boycott which lasted 382 days.  Due to the 
boycott, his home was attacked.  King was arrested several times for fighting 
for what he believed in at peaceful demonstrations but he never gave up. 

As a leader of the Civil Rights Movement, his inspirational speeches 
played a key role in ending segregation. King encouraged people to use 
nonviolent methods.

In 1963, a crowd of 200,000 people witnessed King give his power ful 
and famous "I Have a Dream" speech. 

King was assassinated on April 4 , 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

How many days was 
the citywide bus 
boycott?

In what state was Walt 
Disney Born?

What was the name of 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
wi fe?

What country was 
Einstein born in? 

What year did Disneyland 
open?

In what state was Martin 
Luther King Jr. born?

True  or  false
Thomas Edison was born 
in 1847.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Einstein’s wi fe was 
named Anna.

A.  Netherlands
B.  Russia
C.  United States
D.  Germany

A.  1955
B.  2002
C.  1946
D.  None of the above

A.  Utah
B.  Texas
C.  Georgia
D.  Ohio

Walt Disney became a 
newspaper editor.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12
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A.  292
B.  56
C.  425
D.  382

A.  Illinois
B.  Arkansas
C.  Missouri
D.  Massachusetts

A. Elsa
B. Coretta
C. Ella
D. Martina

Disney made a short film 
called Steamboat Willie.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
gave an "I Have a 
Dream" speech.

Edison started the 
company General Motors.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Einstein is known for his 
Theory of Relativity and 
E=MC2.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Martin Luther King Jr. 
was a leader of the 
Civil Rights Movement.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Einstein won a Nobel 
Pri ze.


