
Marco Polo



Marco Polo joined the 
Venetian forces but was 
captured at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. 

Marco Polo was a 
merchant and explorer 
born in Venice, Italy 
around 1254.

Kublai Khan had asked the 
Polos to bring back 
scholars to teach him 
about European culture.

Marco Polo traveled over 
15,000 
(Silk Road) sea, and 
across parts of Asia. 

The Silk Road was a trade 
route from China to 
eastern Mexico.



The Silk Road was a trade route 
from China to Eastern ____.

The Silk Road was ____ 
miles long.

At that time, what was 
China known as?

The ______ Empire covered 
half of the continent of Asia. 

Marco stayed in China and 
became a messenger for 
______.

The Polos last mission for the 
Khan was to escort the Mongolian 
princess to ____.

Europe





Marco Polo was a _________ and 
explorer born in Venice, _____ around 
1254. Marco's father, Niccolo Polo, was a 
wealthy merchant. For most of his life, 

Marco Polo traveled throughout the Far 
_____ and China. Venice was a city in 

Italy that became wealthy due to trade 
and _________. The city was on the 
western end of the Silk Road. The Silk 

Road was a network of ______ routes 
which connected China and Eastern 

Europe. The Silk Road was _______ miles 
long and very few people made the long 
trip. A major ______ from China was a 

silk cloth and that is how the route got its 
name. A few months before Marco Polo 

was born his ______ and uncle traveled 
to China to set up a trading business. At 

that time, China was known as 
________.

merchant

trade

East

commerce

Italy

4,000

export

Cathay

father



Send goods to another 
country for sale Export

Ruler with great power

Highly educated 
person

To protect on a trip

Person involved in trade

The activity of buying 
and selling
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How did the Silk Road help to 
exchange culture and ideas?

Why do you think Marco Polo 
went on such a long journey?

Who beneftited the most from the 
Polos’ visit to China - Marco Polo 
or Kublai Khan? Explain your 
answer.

Why do some historians doubt the 
stories from Marco Polo?
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