
In 1803, the United States purchased 827,000 square miles of land 

now known as the Louisiana Purchase from the French. President 

Thomas Jefferson bought the land for $15 million. If that purchase were 

made today, it would be equivalent to over $350 million!

President Jefferson wanted to know what was in the west, so he 

put his trusted friend in charge of the expedition. Meriwether Lewis 

was just 29 years old when he was put in charge of exploring the land 

of the Louisiana Purchase. Lewis asked his long-time army friend 

William Clark to accompany him on the journey and both men spent 

time researching and preparing for the trip. Jefferson had set aside 

$2 ,500 for the expedition but in the end it cost $38,000.

Lewis and Clark studied plants and animals they might come 

across along the way as well as maps and star charts to help them 

journey west. They also learned a lot about medicine and herbs they 

might be able to use for their heal th and food on the trip. 

Finally, Lewis and Clark were on their way. They loaded their boat 

with equipment like compasses and telescopes, and things they would 

need for everyday li fe like camping and cooking supplies, fishing 

equipment, clothes, maps, and journals to record their journey. Lewis 

and Clark also packed gi fts to give to the Native Americans they might 

meet on their journey. They had beads, knives, tobacco, mirrors, 

ribbons, and brightly colored cloth. 

In 1804 , the Corps of Discovery set off from St. Charles, Missouri 

with Lewis and Clark, and a crew of over 40 men. A dog named 

Seaman joined the group as well. They had a rough plan to head west 

and stay on the Missouri River as long as possible, but otherwise, no 

one had ever really set out into this territory with the purpose of

. 

Lewis and Clark
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Name:



Who did the U.S. 
buy the Louisiana 
Territory from?
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Great Britain

Spain

France

Mexico

Sacagawea led the 
expedition by foot and 
horseback through 
the ___ Mountains. 

What president 
made the Louisiana 
Purchase?

What ocean did the 
Corps of Discovery 
reach in 1805?

Rocky

Paci fic

Alps

Appalachian

Pyrenees

Atlantic

Arctic

Indian Adams

Jefferson

Madison

Monroe



How long did the 
Lewis and Clark 
expedition last?
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In the end, how much 
did the Lewis and 
Clark expedition cost?

Thomas Jefferson 
bought the land for 
$___ million.

Lewis and Clark 
brought back ___ 
maps of the region.

5 years

4 years

3 years

2 years

$2 ,500

$18,000

$24 ,000

$38,000

117

140

165

201

10

15

20

253
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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