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There are several people that operate 
underneath the president to help him. These 
people include the vice president and the 
cabinet. The president’s cabinet is a critical 
piece of the Executive Branch because it 
offers advice and information to the president. 
The cabinet is a group of advisors that 
speciali ze in certain areas like education or 
defense. The head of the cabinet is the vice 
president. The cabinet includes 15 di fferent 
departments such as the Department of 
Education, Department of Agricul ture, 
Department of Energy, and the Department of 
Defense. 

Cabinet heads include the title of 
Secretary, such as the Secretary of Education, 
except for the Department of Justice which 
has the title of Attorney General. Each 
department leader is appointed (chosen) by 
the president, then confirmed (approved) by 
the Senate. 
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R

The president is the leader of the 
United States, also known as Head of State. 
It is his job to make sure the country is 
operating smoothly and fairly. The president 
has many responsibilities, one is to approve 
or veto (reject) new laws from Congress 
(Legislative Branch). The president also 
enforces laws that have al ready been 
passed. 

The president can appoint Supreme 
Court judges and cabinet members with 
consent (approval) by the Senate. 

The president is also the Commander-
in-Chief of the military. Many mistakenly 
believe that the president can declare war 
but only Congress has that power. The 
president is the Chief Diplomat, which 
means he works with other countries to 
negotiate peace treaties and trade 
agreements. 
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The position of the president is limited to 
a maximum of two four-year terms. In 1951 , 
the 22nd Amendment was added to the 
Constitution, preventing any one president 
from serving more than two consecutive 
terms. Consecutive means one after another. 
This was to make sure that this branch of 
government could not become too power ful 
in the hands of one person. 

Before the 22nd Amendment, there were 
no term limits or rules dictating how long a 
president could serve. Meaning, the president 
could run for re-election as many times as he 
wanted. In 1912 , Theodore Roosevelt was the 
fi rst president to run for a third term, but he 
lost the election.

In 1940, Franklin Roosevelt ran for a third 
term and won the election becoming the fi rst 
president ever elected to a third term. In 1944 , 
FDR won again, serving a fourth term but died 
four months into his term.
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7.

Before being named the White House by Theodore Roosevel t, 
it was called…

The only president buried in Washington D.C…

After becoming president, William Henry Harrison died…

©Think Tank

R e a d i n g  4

R e a d i n g  5

R e a d i n g  6

8.How many terms was 
FDR elected to serve?

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

A. 20th

B. 22nd

C. 24th

D. 25th

Which amendment limited 
the presidency to two 
terms? 

9. 10.

11. 12.

The vice president is 
responsible for breaking 
a tie in the ___.

The Constitution includes 
___ requirements to 
become president. 

A. Supreme Court
B. House of Reps
C. Senate
D. Cabinet

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

A. Attorney General
B. Secretary of State
C. Press Secretary
D. Head of State

A. FDR
B. JFK
C. JQA
D. WHH

Who gives briefings to 
the media about what 
the president is doing?

Which president created 
the EOP?

Answer the final two 
questions based on the 
puzzles you decoded.

What was the White 
House originally 
called?

JUST THIRTY ONE
DAYS LATER

4254  55434311244355

554213544333

Which amendment is 
the Line of 
Succession?
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