
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



In 1848, gold was discovered in Cali fornia. This discovery led many 

people to pack up and head to Cali fornia for their own success in gold 

mining. With all the miners making Cali fornia their home, there was a 

population boom. Cali fornia had only been a territory belonging to the 

United States for two years when it became the 31st state to join the Union 

in 1850. 

In its place on the West coast of the United States, Cali fornia was the 

first official state West of the Missouri River. That meant it was over 1 ,500 

miles from its nearest neighbor, Missouri. There were territories owned by 

the United States in between the two states, but Cali fornia was the only 

official state with its own government. 

With Cali fornia so far away from everyone else, there was a small 

problem. There wasn’t a good way to communicate with them. The covered 

wagon would take months to make the journey and a stagecoach was much 

faster, but would still have taken 15-17 days. The Transcontinental Rail road 

hadn’t been buil t yet, so there was no train route that went between 

Cali fornia and the Eastern United States. They needed a way to 

communicate more quickly. 

The Pony Express solved the problem. The Pony Express was founded 

on the idea that a single rider on a horse could deliver messages faster 

than any other way available at the time. The Pony Express could get 

messages from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, Cali fornia in just 10 

days. The owners of the Pony Express were William H. Russell, William 

Waddell, and Alexander Majors. The Pony Express began in April 1860, but it 

only lasted about one and hal f years.

There were over 100 stations across the states of Missouri, Kansas, 

Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and Cali fornia. With stations 

about ten miles apart, riders would stop, eat, and get water. They would 

Pony Express
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Name:



Cali fornia became the 
____ state to join the 
Union.
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27th

29th

31st

33rd

The Pony Express 
included 147 stations 
and ___ riders.

What invention made 
the Pony Express 
unnecessary?

About how long did 
the Pony Express 
last?

80

1 ½ years

120

194

400

2 ½ years

3 ½ years

4 ½ years Telephone

Telegraph

Stagecoach

Printing Press

3



Cali fornia was the 
fi rst official state 
West of what river?
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What was Bu ffalo Bill’s 
real name?

About how far apart 
were the stations?

Each rider was paid 
about ____ per 
month.

Allegheny River

Amazon River

Potomac River

Missouri River

William Russell

Alexander Majors

William Waddell

William Cody

$10

$100

$50

$200

35 miles

10 miles

50 miles

1 mile3
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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Click on each icon!
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