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Reading #1 questions
1. What are hurricanes also known as? 
A. Traveling cyclone
B. Tropical cyclone
C. Twisted cyclone
D. None of the above

2.  What are hurricanes called in the Indian 
Ocean?
A. Typhoons
B. Water Cycles
C. Cyclones
D. None of the above

Clue #1
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Hurricanes can span over…

SIX  HUNDRED

MILES

A hurricane, also called a tropical cyclone, 
is a large rotating storm over the warm ocean 
waters in tropical areas.  It is a circular air 
movement that creates strong winds and heavy 
rains.  Hurricanes can last days or weeks and 
usually form over the ocean.

The difference between a hurricane, 
typhoon, and a cyclone is the geographic location 
of the storm.  In North America and the 
Caribbean, they are called "hurricanes.“  In 
Southeast Asia, they are called "typhoons," and 
in the Indian Ocean they are called "cyclones."

In the northern hemisphere hurricanes 
rotate counterclockwise but rotate clockwise in 
the southern hemisphere. 

Before being labeled as a hurricane, the 
tropical cyclone must pass through three stages 
(tropical disturbance, tropical depression, and 
tropical storm).

Once classified as a hurricane, they have 
the potential to reach wind speeds of over 160 
miles an hour. 



Reading #2 questions

Clue #2

An area of low air pressure in the center of 

a hurricane is called the eye. Hurricanes rotate 

counter-clockwise around the eye of the storm.  

The eye of the hurricane is typically calm with 

no clouds.

The heavy rotating storm clouds around the 

hurricane’s eye create an “eyewall.”  The 

“eyewall” is the most destructive part of a 

hurricane.  The eyewall winds can reach speeds 

of 160 miles per hour.

Hurricanes form when warm moist air over 

the tropics is replaced by cooler air. As the 

cooler air warms it will start to rise, creating 

large storm clouds.  Above the storm, winds flow 

outward allowing the air below to rise.  

Warm ocean waters help hurricanes gather 

energy. The strong waves and rising ocean levels 

are called storm surge.  Most of the damage 

from hurricanes is caused by flooding and storm 

surge.  

True or false: Circle the answer.
3. The “eyewall” is the most destructive part 

of a hurricane. 

True         False

4. Warm waters help hurricanes lose energy. 

True         False

5. An area of low air pressure in the center of 

a hurricane is called the eye.

True         False
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On average, the width of an eye of a hurricane is…
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Final code certificate
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Puzzle #1 MINUS 599.

The number found in 
Puzzle #2 MINUS 30.

The number found in 
Puzzle #3 MINUS 1970.

The number found in 
Puzzle #4.

Use the answers found in the completed puzzles 
to determine the final code!

Final 4 digit code:



Decoder #1 Decoder #2
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X=X I=I E=E

N=N S=s D=D

U=U R=R L=L

H=H M=M

T


