
“I reached my hand down and picked it up; it made my heart thump, for I 

was certain it was gold.” These words were made famous by a man named 

James Wilson Marshall in January of 1848. Marshall had been preparing a 

water-powered sawmill for his boss, John Sutter, when he found gold flakes in 

the American River in the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range in Southern 

Cali fornia. 

Even though Marshall and Sutter tried to keep news of the gold discovery 

quiet so they could mine it themselves, word got out. Newspapers started 

printing that gold had been found in Cali fornia by March of 1848. By August, 

there were over 4 , 000 men mining for gold in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

Samuel Brannan was one of the fi rst merchants (shop owners) to set up a 

store selling panning supplies.

Word of the discovery of gold finally made it back East and the new 

president elected in 1848, James K. Polk (the 11th president), confirmed in his 

inaugural address that gold could be found in “abundance” in Cali fornia. Word 

was al ready spreading that there was gold, but with the president’s address, 

more people wanted to get in on the gold mining. During the year 1849 , people 

put their li ves on hold to go search for gold in Cali fornia. Even people from 

China, Mexico, Australia, and Europe came seeking fortune. The area where gold 

was discovered became known as Gold Country. In 1849 alone, $10 million 

worth of gold was found.

People took out loans for mining equipment, sold their homes, and packed 

up their whole li ves for the chance at finding gold in Cali fornia. About 95 

percent of the gold prospectors were men. Some men left families behind, and 

some brought them along to Cali fornia. The families left behind had to learn 

how to take care of farms and homes, make money, and take care of 

themselves and the children while the men were off searching for their fortune 

in gold. Thousands of miners traveled across the country to Cali fornia in the 

year 1849 and they became known as the ‘49ers. By the end of 1849 , the 

population of miners had increased by 90, 000. 

California gold rush
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Name:



The Cali fornia Gold 
Rush made it more 
exciting for settlers to 
head ___.
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East

South

West

North

How many days per 
week did most 
miners work?

Cali fornia became 
America’s ___ state.

Who was James 
Marshall’s boss?

6

Sutter

4

3

1

Brannan

Polk

Buchanan 29th

31st

33rd

35th



Gold flakes were 
found in which 
mountain range?
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What were 
abandoned towns 
called?

____ pounds of gold 
were extracted during 
the Gold Rush.

What is another 
word for merchant?

Alps Mountains

Pyrenees 
Mountain Range

Appalachian

Sierra Nevada 
Mountain Range

Vampire cities

Boomtowns

Gold country

Ghost towns

Miner

Shop owner

Blacksmith

Clergy

2 million

750,000

100,000

342 ,0003
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations
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Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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