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Before

Reading
Statement

After

Reading

T    F
California was the 31st state to join the Union.

T    F

T    F
The knapsack that riders carried was called a 

chinchilla.
T    F

T    F
California became a state in 1861.

T    F

T    F
One owner of the Pony Express was Alexander 

Majors.
T    F

T    F
Stations were about 50 miles apart.

T    F

T    F
The Pony Express lasted one and a half years.

T    F

T    F
There were 147 stations.

T    F

T    F
California was the first official state west of the 

Missouri river.
T    F

T    F
Buffalo bill was 19 years old when he became a 

Pony Express rider.
T    F

Pony Express Anticipation Guide

Read each statement and decide if it is True or False. Complete the left column before 
the reading by circling the T for True or the F for False. Complete the right column after 

you finish the reading. Did any of your answers change?
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Did  you 
know?

A rider was expected to dismount, 
transfer mail, and re-mount within 2 

minutes.



Q
ue

st
io

ns
Te

xt
A

ns
w

er
 A

A
ns

w
er

 
B

#
1

#
2

#
3

#
4

#
5

#
6

W
ha

t 
w

as
 d

is
co

ve
re

d 
in

 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
in

 18
4

8?
Fi

nd
 p

ro
of

 i
n 

th
e 

re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

U
N

D
ER

LI
N

E
it

 in
 B

LU
E

G
ol

d
O

R
A

N
G

E

W
he

at
R

ED

W
ha

t 
ye

ar
 d

id
 t

he
 P

on
y 

Ex
pr

es
s 

be
gi

n?

W
ha

t 
na

m
e 

w
as

 W
ill

ia
m

 C
od

y 
m

or
e 

w
el

l k
no

w
n 

by
?

H
ow

 m
uc

h 
w

as
 e

ac
h 

ri
de

r 
pa

id
 p

er
 

m
on

th
?

W
ha

t 
in

ve
nt

io
n 

en
de

d 
th

e 
P

on
y 

Ex
pr

es
s?

H
ow

 m
an

y 
ho

rs
es

 w
er

e 
us

ed
 i

n 
th

e 
P

on
y 

Ex
pr

es
s?

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
20

A
ns

w
er

 t
he

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 b

el
ow

. T
he

n 
on

 t
he

 c
ol

or
in

g 
pa

ge
, c

ol
or

 e
ac

h 
nu

m
be

re
d 

se
ct

io
n 

w
it

h 
th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

co
lo

r.
If

 t
he

re
 is

 a
ny

 s
pa

ce
 le

ft
 o

ve
r,

 c
ol

or
 it

 y
ou

r 
ch

oi
ce

!  
Fo

llo
w

 t
he

 d
ir

ec
ti

on
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 t
o 

ci
te

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

.

N
am

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
P

o
n

y
 E

x
p

r
e

s
s

Te
xt

 E
vi

de
nc

e
A

ns
w

er
 

A

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 G
R

EE
N

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 R

ED

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
B

O
X

  i
t 

in
 Y

EL
LO

W

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
C

IR
C

LE
   

it
 in

 O
R

A
N

G
E

Fi
nd

 p
ro

of
 in

 t
he

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 
U

N
D

ER
LI

N
E

it
 in

 P
U

R
P

LE

18
60

P
U

R
P

LE
 S

T
R

IP
ES

18
4

0
B

LU
E 

ST
R

IP
ES

J
es

se
J

am
es

Y
EL

LO
W

B
uf

fa
lo

B
ill

O
R

A
N

G
E

$1
0

0
R

ED
 

$2
50

O
R

A
N

G
E

Te
le

gr
ap

h
B

LU
E

Te
le

ph
on

e
B

R
O

W
N

65
0

O
R

A
N

G
E

ST
R

IP
ES

4
0

0
G

R
EE

N
 

ST
R

IP
ES



© Think Tank

well-rested horses so they didn’t run any one horse too hard on the 
journey. In the mountains and on rougher terrain, the stations were 
closer together because the horses ti red out faster. Each rider would 
ride about seventy-five miles a day. The riders carried a knapsack 
called a mochila which could hold up to 20 lbs.

The Pony Express needed young, small, lightweight teenage boys 
to ride thei r horses across the country. One of the most famous Pony
Express Riders was none other than William Cody, more commonly 
known as “Bu ffalo Bill” from stories of the American “Old West.” It is 
said that Bu ffalo Bill signed up to be a Pony Express rider at the age 
of 15 and was one of the bravest riders. He encountered long, hard 
rides in driving winds and rains, as well as running into hunting 
parties of Native Americans. Bu ffalo Bill went on to be a scout for the 
army and a famous frontiersman in the American West. It is probably 
because of him that the Pony Express has become such a nostal gic 
piece of history from the Old West. 

Each rider was paid about $100 per month. For 18 short months 
from April 3, 1860 to October 26, 1861 , the Pony Express was in 
operation. 

The cost of operating the Pony Express was too great to make 
sense for the company to stay in business. There were 147 stations, 80 
riders, and 400 horses, in addition to about 400 other employees who 
helped run the stations to feed and pay for thei r time. The other big 
reason the Pony Express stopped sending riders across the country 
was because the invention of the telegraph made it unnecessary.

The electric telegraph sent messages made up of a series of 
sounds that represented letters of the alphabet across the country in 
a matter of minutes. This was much faster than the 10 days it took the 
Pony Express to deli ver a message between Cali fornia and Missouri. 
The Pony Express stopped after the Western Union buil t thei r 
telegraph system on October 24 , 1861 , in Sal t Lake City.


