
About this packet
The reading passage in this packet all ows students to work on 
comprehension skills after reading the passage several times 

searching for evidence. 

overview
The Case Read the case aloud to you students so they 

understand the mission. 

Questions There are 18 questions to be answered by 
reading the passage and marking the text 
evidence.

Clues After answering each question, the students 
will CROSS-OFF thei r answer choice on thei r 
answer sheet. After all questions have been 
answered, the suspect, evidence, and location 
will be revealed.
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Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Article I of the U.S. Constitution is the Legislative Branch, also known 

as Congress. Congress is bicameral which means that it is made up of two 

houses: the Senate and the House of Representatives. Each house plays a 

vital role to ensure that the government is balanced. The main purpose of 

the House of Representatives is to vote on new legislation (laws) along 

with various other tasks. The House of Representatives is also known as 

the Lower House.

The members of the House of Representatives are elected by the 

people (constituents) of the state in which they live. Every state has at least 

one representative, while some states have several. This is based on the 

population of that state. The states are divided into districts. Each 

representative can only represent one district. A state with a higher 

population will have a higher number of representatives. For example, New 

York has a large population and several districts, while Montana has a small 

population with only one representative for the entire state. Cali fornia has 

the highest number of representatives. Some states like Alaska, North 

Dakota, Wyoming, and Vermont only have one representative for the entire 

state. 

If a state’s population has changed over the years, it may lose or gain 

representatives. Regardless of those changes, there can only be 435 

members in the House of Representatives at any given time. The 

representatives are redistributed in each state every 10 years to account 

for the changing populations. In the very first Congress, there were only 

65 representatives. 

There are quali fications to become a representative listed in the 

Constitution. The person must be 25 years old. They must have lived in the 

United States for seven years. They also must live in the state that they 

hope to represent. If they meet these quali fications, the people can elect 

that person to represent them in the House of Representatives for their

House of Representatives
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Name:



Representatives 
serve a ____-year 
term. 
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4

6

2

8

The House of 
Representatives is 
also known as the 
___.

What word means 
‘made up of two 
houses’?

Each representative 
can only represent 
___ district. 

Lower House

1

Upper House

Parliament

Advocates

3

4

2 Constituents

Bicameral 

Legislation

Trio

3



To ___ means to 
accuse or charge 
with misconduct 
while in office. 
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Who was the fi rst 
Black American 
elected to the House 
in 1870?
? 

Representatives are 
required to 
participate in ___ 
committees. 

What word means 
composed of 
di fferent groups?

Advocate

Legislate

Interpret

Impeach

Thomas Jennings

James Derham

Clarence Thomas

Joseph Rainey 

Divine

Diverse

Decisive

Deviation

1

2

3

43
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Cross off the images you use as an answer. What remains will solve the case!

Name:



You solved 
the case!
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You solved 
the case!

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Lead Detective Name:

____________________________________

Congratulations

Congratulations



Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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