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The Articles of Confederation provided a 
fi rm, written set of rules for the government 
of the 13 states. The Founding Fathers were 
concerned about a government that was too 
power ful. The Founding Fathers did not want 
to create a government that was out of touch 
and too power ful. Having just come out of 
the Revolutionary War, they were afraid of 
being ruled by another abusive government, 
like Britain. The hope was to create a federal 
(national) government with just the right 
amount of power. They wanted it to be 
power ful enough to be effective but not 
excessively power ful. 

A committee of thi rteen men from the 
Second Continental Congress prepared the 
document. The Articles of Confederation 
were submitted to the states for rati fication 
(approval) in 1777, but the process dragged on 
for several more years.
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The Articles of Confederation was only 
5 pages long and included 13 articles. In 
order for the Articles of Confederation to 
become official, all thi rteen states had to 
approve it. Virginia was the fi rst state to 
rati fy it while Maryland was the last. 

Article I gave the new states the name 
of “United States of America.”

Article II said that state governments 
still had thei r own powers not listed in the 
document.

Article V gave one vote to each state. 
Article VI stated that the central 

government was in charge of foreign 
relations, such as declaring war, but that 
each state must maintain a militia (trained 
soldiers).

Other articles included how the 
document could be changed, paying for war 
debts, defense, and choosing military leaders.
.
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Example: 3-7 = M
Example: 1-4 = R
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Shays’ Rebellion was a major event 
that outlined how the Articles of 
Confederation were failing. The rebellion 
happened between August 1786 and 
February 1787. The leader of the rebellion 
was Daniel Shays. 

The country was having economic 
problems, and people could not pay their 
bills and taxes. They were losing their own  
possessions, even farms, and some were 
put in jail for debt (money owed). This 
caused an armed revol t (uprising) against 
the government. The federal government 
was so weak and poor that it could not 
stop the rebellion. Local and state militia 
stopped the rebellion. The federal 
government did little to aid with the 
rebellion because they could not offer help. 
Thus, many understood that the federal 
government needed change. 
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R e c o r d i n g  s h e e t
Read each passage and answer the questions below. Next, use the decoder to solve the puzzle phrase.

1.

CONFEDERATION  AND 

PERPETUAL  UNION

I,N T,H,E 

S,A,M,E R,O,O,M

The draft eventually approved was written by…

Signers of the Articles were never…

The document was fully known as the Articles of…

J-O-H-N 

D-I-C-K-I-N-S-O-N
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R e a d i n g  1

R e a d i n g  2

R e a d i n g  3

2.How many drafts of the 
Articles of Confederation 
were there? 

A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

A. Federal
B. Article
C. Confederation
D. Constitution

What word means ‘plan 
of government’?

3. 4.

5. 6.

What word means ‘to 
approve’?

At the time, what war did 
America just come out 
of?

A. Confederation
B. Rati fication
C. Capitulation
D. Federation

A. Civil War
B. World War I
C. Revolutionary War
D. Spanish-American War

A. Maryland
B. Virginia
C. South Carolina
D. Georgia

A. 10
B. 1 1
C. 12
D. 13

What was the last state to 
rati fy the Articles?

How many articles did 
the Articles of 
Confederation have? 
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