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About 700, 000 years ago, humans began to use tools. This period 
was called the Stone Age, and the tools were made of stone and flint. 
The Stone Age had the earliest tools known to man.

The Stone Age began around 2 million years ago and lasted 
about 2.5 million years until 2300 BC. It is di vided into three periods:
• The Paleolithic period (early Stone Age) - primitive tools
• The Mesolithic period (middle Stone Age) - tools using stone chips
• The Neolithic period (late Stone Age) - farming and polished tools 

Stone Age people were nomads (wanderers) who were hunter-
gatherers and food collectors. They collected wild animals, fish, 
berries, nuts, and fruit. With no permanent home, they wandered in 
search of food. Berries and animals became thei r food. As a food 
source disappeared, or as the seasons changed, nomads would 
continue thei r trek to a new area. Li ving quarters began in caves, 
rock overhangs, and even out in the open.

One of the fi rst tools people invented was a hammer. They used 
one rock to bang and shape another rock. This process resul ted in 
sharp items for killing animals and skinning hides. Flint was also used 
because it sparked and helped light a fi re. A fi re kept people warm 
while keeping animals away.

The Paleolithic period (the old Stone Age) was the longest period, 
lasting until 10, 000 years ago. This l ong-time frame is sub-divided into 
three periods:
• Lower Paleolithic (2.5 million to 200,000 years ago)
• Middle Paleolithic (approximately 300, 000 to 30, 000 years ago)
• Upper Paleolithic (50, 000 to 10, 000 years ago)

During the Lower Paleolithic period, people made hand axes for 
chopping. They used rocks and branches to make shel ters and animal 
skins to make thei r clothing. During the Middle Paleolithic period, flint 
was used to make fi re for cooking and heating. Humans began 
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chipping flakes from stone to create scrapers, points, borers, awls, 
hand axes, and cleavers. The Upper Paleolithic period had some vast 
improvements. Tools now had more finished blades. These blades 
were then attached to handles made of bone or antlers. Humans 
began to eat grains, and they made shel ters. They would build huts 
with roofs and clay walls. They also used animal skins and poles to 
make tents. Likewise, art began. Paintings appeared on rocks and in 
caves, some of which are called petroglyphs. People made sculptures 
from clay, stone, and bone. Dogs shi fted from li ving in the wild to 
li ving alongside humans. 

Nomads ate wild horses, red deer, arctic hares, reindeer, wild 
cattle, and lynxes. They hunted woolly mammoths and bison, too. They 
would use all parts of the animals to make clothing and g lue.

During the Mesolithic period, tools improved to include spear 
points, arrowheads, and harpoon ti ps. Humans traveled in groups of 
10 to 40 people beside animal herds. They used these new tools for 
hunting. They also hunted woodland animals, like deer, by starting a 
fi re in the forest to attract deer. The climate warmed up, the sea level 
rose, and Britain became an island. Farmers from Britain brought 
megaliths, tombs of big stones. Rock sites and small painted human 
figures or animals became common.

The Neolithic period had signi ficant advancements. People 
stopped traveling and started to settle in one area. Tools were used 
for grinding. Stone axes would cut down trees and carve wood.. They 
began farming (spel t and wheat), which requi red more land. Neolithic 
man cut down forests and kept goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, cattle, and 
cats. Communities had 50-100 people. Flint was used to make tools, so 
Neolithic man buil t mines to find flint underground. Other inventions 
in the late Neolithic period included pottery, buildings, burials, 
figurines, beads, jewel ry, clothing, baskets., and the fi rst wheel.  
Shel ters were made from mud bricks, plaster, and beams.

The Stone Age ended when humans began working with metal 
and bronze. This marked the beginning of the Bronze Age.



Fill  in  the  blank

Multiple  choice

What item could spark
and help light a fi re?

What are some paintings 
on rocks called?

What word can be used 
in place of wanderer?

The Stone Age is di vided 
into how many periods?

What animal started 
li ving alongside humans?

What age began a fter 
the Stone Age?

True  or  false
The wheel was invented 
during the Neolithic 
period.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

One of the fi rst tools 
people invented was 
the saw.

A.  Ten
B.  Three
C.  Twelve
D.  Two

A.  Parrot
B.  Woolly mammoth
C.  Sabre-toothed tiger
D.  None of the above

A.  Golden Age
B.  Age of Enlightenment
C.  Bronze Age
D.  Home Age

The Mesolithic period is 
also known as coldest 
Stone Age.
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A. Animal hide
B.  Flint
C.  Borer
D.  Awl

A.  Neolithics
B.  Awls
C.  Nomadics
D.  Petroglyphs

A. Petroglyph
B. Nomad
C. Borer
D. Flint

The Stone Age had the 
earliest known tools to 
man.

They hunted woolly 
mammoths.

The late Stone Age is also 
known as the Petrolithic 
period.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

They used animals to 
make clothing and glue.

TRUE         FALSE

13 14 15Li ving quarters began 
in caves and rock 
overhangs.

TRUE         FALSE TRUE         FALSE

Blades were attached to 
handles made of bone 
or antlers.


