
About this packet
The Reading Passages in this packet allow students to work on comprehension skills 

after reading the passage several times searching for evidence. 
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Task overview
Task 1:
Fill in the blank

Using Close Reading strategies, students will use context clues to 
fill in the missing words in the reading passage. This will then be 
used as the main passage to use for the remaining tasks.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

The Vocabulary activity helps kids identi fy and understand new 
or unfamiliar words before they complete further activities. 

Task 3:
respond

Students will choose from three writing prompts and write their 
answer to just one of them using complete sentences.

Task 4:
True or False

Students complete this activity to show overall comprehension of 
the passage. They may refer back to the passage when 
necessary. In the end, they add up the TRUE statements.

Task 5:
Multiple Choice

For a quick formative check for understanding, students will 
answer 10 multi ple choice questions.

Task 6: Word Search Students will search for key vocabulary words related to the 
topic. Several unused letters will spell out a secret message.

FINAL Task:
Summary
(Optional)

This is an optional summary graphic organi zer to use i f 
needed. Could be used for early finishers, an extension activity, 
or as a final check for understanding.

Grade level Range

4 Middle

4 end

5 beginning

5 middle

5 end

6 Beginning

6 Middle

6 End

7 Beginning



Directions: Use the words below to fill in the reading.

“I reached my hand down and picked it up; it made my heart thump, for I was 

certain it was gold.” These words were made famous by a man named James Wilson 

_________________ in January of 1848. Marshall had been preparing a water-powered 

sawmill for his boss, John Sutter, when he found gold flakes in the American River in 

the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range in Southern ____________________. 

Even though Marshall and Sutter tried to keep news of the gold discovery quiet so 

they could mine it themselves, word got out. Newspapers started printing that gold had 

been found in Cali fornia by March of 1848. By August, there were over 4 ,000 men 

mining for gold in the ________________ Nevada Mountains. Samuel Brannan was one 

of the first merchants (shop owners) to set up a store selling panning supplies.

Word of the discovery of gold finally made it back East and the new president 

elected in 1848, James K. ____________ (the 11th president), confirmed in his inaugural 

address that gold could be found in “abundance” in Cali fornia. Word was al ready 

spreading that there was gold, but with the president’s address, more people wanted to 

get in on the gold mining. During the year 1849 , people put their li ves on hold to go 

search for gold in Cali fornia. Even people from China, Mexico, _____________________, 

and Europe came seeking fortune. The area where gold was discovered became known 

as Gold _____________________. In 1849 alone, $10 million worth of gold was found.

People took out loans for mining equipment, sold their homes, and packed up their 

whole lives for the chance at finding gold in Cali fornia. About _____ percent of the gold 

prospectors were men. Some men left families behind, and some brought them along to 

Cali fornia. The families left behind had to learn how to take care of ________________ 

and homes, make money, and take care of themselves and the children while the men 

were off searching for their fortune in gold. Thousands of miners traveled across the 

country to Cali fornia in the year 1849 and they became known as the ‘49ers. By the end 

of 1849 , the population of miners had ______________________________ by 90,000. 

Polk increased Cali fornia

Marshall Country farms

95 Australia Sierra
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Name:

EARN THIS!

TASK #1 :  FILL IN THE BLANK



TASK #4: TRUE OR FALSE

EARN THIS!

Read each statement below and determine i f it is true or false. If 
the statement is true, color the gear that corresponds to that 

question. If it is false, cross out the gear. When you are finished add 
the TOTAL of ALL TRUE gears.

TOTAL: _______________© Think Tank
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James K. Polk was America’s 14th president.

Samuel Brannan was one of the fi rst merchants 
to set up a store selling panning supplies.

Cali fornia became a state in 1850. 

Towns that seemed to pop-up overnight where 
miners camped were called ghost cities.

About 95 percent of the gold prospectors 
were men.

At the beginning of the Cali fornia Gold Rush, the 
‘49ers worked for themselves.

In 1849 alone, $10 million worth of gold was 
found.

Miners would spend just 2-4 hours a day panning 
for gold.

Gold flakes were found in the American River in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain Range.

Miners that traveled to Cali fornia in the year 1849 
became known as the ‘49ers. 
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EARN THIS!

TASK #5: MULTIPLE CHOICE
Complete the multi ple choice questions below by circling 

the correct answer.

1. California became the ____ state of the 
United States. 
A. 30th

B. 31st

C. 32nd

D. 33rd

6. How many days per week did most 
miners pan for gold?

A. 2
B. 6
C. 1
D. 4

2. Where was gold first discovered? 
A. Pyrenees Mountain Range
B. Appalachian Mountain Range
C. Alps Mountain Range
D. Sierra Nevada Mountain Range 

7. What word means ‘empty of people’?
A. Flocked
B. Boomtown
C. Urban
D. Deserted

3. Who was elected as president in 1848?
A. James K. Polk
B. John Tyler
C. Andrew Jackson
D. Herbert Hoover

8. ____ pounds of gold were extracted 
during the Gold Rush. 
A. 750,000
B. 75,000
C. 7,500,000
D. 7,500

4. What were quickly abandoned and 
emptied towns called?

A. Boomers
B. Ghost counties
C. Boomtowns
D. Ghost towns

9. When did California become a state? 
A. 1848
B. 1849
C. 1850
D. 1851

5. People from ____ came to California 
seeking gold.

A. China
B. Mexico
C. Australia
D. All of the above

10. Who was the first person to find gold 
flakes?
A. James Marshall
B. John Sutter
C. Samuel Brannan
D. James Polk
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Complete all 6 tasks correctly, then color and assemble your robot.

B OT  C A R D S
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Mor e  R esourc es
Click on each icon to learn more!

Google Slides

Secret Message

Boom cards
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Challenges

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Passages-Annotation-453356
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/ESCAPE-ROOMS-292773
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/SCAVENGER-HUNTS-326863
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Color-by-Number-339449
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Reading-Passages-460390
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Escape-Rooms-for-Google-Drive-389629
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Collaborative-Posters-Team-Work-328922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Interactive-Google-Slides-466618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Digital-Secret-Message-467888
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Think-Tank
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too/Search:boom+cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank-Too
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Think-Tank/Category/Reading-Comprehension-CHALLENGE-289913

